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ABSTRACT

Consequences of clay activity with conversation

and the childhood language expression

Kim, Ji—Sun
Department of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

This investigation i1s mainly focusing on how clay activity with
conversation affect the children who are divided into 3
categories of group(experiment—group, comparison—group,
control—group) by comparing between these groups. Then
investigate what are the reactions due to the experiment and

find out the educational value of clay activity.

These are subjects due to the investigation purpose.
1. How does clay activity with conversation affect -children's
language expression?

1-1. How does clay activity with conversation affect

children's stories with pictures, number and length of sentences?
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1-2. How does clay activity with conversation affect
children's stories with pictures, close connection, number and

length of sentences??

2. Through the <clay activity with conversation, how did

children react?

The main targets of this investigation are 2 groups of 36
children age 4(experiment—group 17, comparison—group 19)who
are attending kindergarten in Yang Jae dong, and a group of 18
children age 4(control—group 18) who are attending kindergarten
in Do—Kok dong. The experiment was put in forced 16 times
within 8 weeks. The experiment—group had clay activity with
conversation while comparison—group was just doing clay
activity. However, control—group had no activity at all.

In this investigation, just language expression was tested
based on park, sin—ja's(2002) investigation method which was

focused on children's language expression.

Following conclusion is due to the investigation.

First, from the research in each group, some similar differences
have been found statistically in children's language expression
through clay activity with conversation. Research shows that clay
activity with conversation group have improved their language

expression than other groups such as comparison—group and

_67_



control—group.

Second, clay activity with conversation shows some similar
differences statistically, in making story with pictures with
connection, length of sentence, and number of sentences.
Therefore clay activity with conversation shows that it 1s more
effective than making story with pictures with connection,
length of sentence, and number of sentences groups.

Third, The clay activity with conversation and making story
with pictures have no close connection but number of sentences.
It means, clay activity with conversation provide better
effectiveness on common ground of story and picture however,
not very efficient for the length of sentences.

Forth, During the investigation, children appealed 8 types of
expressions. expression to themselves, copying other expressions,
sensuous  description, new  attempt for language  reaction,
competitive  language reaction, dependable language reaction,
offensive language reaction, tolerate language reaction.
Experiment—group used offensive, dependable, self expression
mostly at first. However, through the clay activity with
conversation investigation, they became more positive and try to
attempt new action and start to have sensuous description. Increase

in number and length of sentences.
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