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Abstract

The Anti—-communism Ideology Education of Rhee Seung-man

Region and ‘History Textbook of Korea’

Hae kyung, park
Major in History Education

The Graduate School of Education at Sungshin Women's University

After gaining the independence from the colonial ruling of Japan, Korea had
encountered the opportunity for independent national education. However,
Korea was unable to realize the education to enhance the national
independency by indiscrete introduction of ‘American-style education system’
within the US military governance system that began with the stationing of
military forces of the US and the USSR, and copied down of the colonial
education system under the policy of ‘maintaining the status quo’ that
disregarded the feverish hope of people on education reform.

The education reform could not be materialized under the single government
established with the structural vulnerability and instability due to the conflict
of left wing and right wing surrounding the trust governance. Rather, the Rhee

Seung-man regime introduced the ‘anti—communist ideology’ to justify the



their ruling, and this was led to the establishment of student military force,
ideology control through the re—education of faculty, and control on education
like the implementation of the military training. Under the special situation of
war that was broken out after the national founding, the anti—communist
ideology had taken the official national control. The government was
outspoken in its injection of the anti—communist ideology into education and
this was clearly shown in the education policies and academic policies.
Looking into the education policies and academic policies after the war, they
emphasized the anti—communism, ethics education, science and technology
education, health and sanitation education in common. This was emphasized in
the textbooks, and in particular, it was emerged in social life, history and
current affairs education, and the state controlled to the contents that
classroom was supposed to handle, and it was used as a mean to control the
students.

The history course that was supposed to base on concrete facts was unable
to deviate from the control of the government, and this was shown as
concealing, distorting and others on the specific facts. The representative
descriptions are the description that excluding the socialist force in the
history of independent movement under the Japanese ruling, description that
the right wing-oriented ideology on the trust government issue that had the
extreme conflict in ideology after the liberation, description that turned the
responsibility to the left wing force and the USSR in the issue of national

division, and the description that display the position of the regime at helm



such as the responsibility of the Korean War and truce agreement, theory of
northern invasion for unification and others.

Notwithstanding the fact that the history education itself is to teach the
criticism and decision making on the objective interpretation on the past fact,
such a prejudicial ideological view in the textbook would cut off the students
to have the opportunity to keep the unique view and cause them to form the
extreme way of thinking with respect to forming their values.

After a half of century from then, looking into the content of the ‘Modern
History of Korea' textbook, an elective course in high school, it still contains
the description not significantly broken away from the description of the
history textbook at the time of description in history textbook at the time of
primary education process. This is attributable to the fact that the history
education is yet to be free from the political interest relationship.

However, this is the time to recognize various history recognition and
historic description by breaking away from the ideology shade like the
distorted history description following the political interests. By doing so, it
would take the step toward the peace, equality, human rights and democracy,
the important social goals for history education to achieve as well as the

general value of the human society.
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