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ABSTRACT

A study of under glaze ornamental

by using shadows.

Lee Hyunji
Department of Crafts
Graduates school of

Sungshin Women’s University

From the sunlight and shadows of the objects it touches to the sound that
the breeze makes as it brushes against the leaves, all the natural phenomena
that occur around us never cease to change and coexist with us amid our
hectic daily lives. These naturally occurring phenomena draw a stark contrast
with our modern lives that are filled with artificiality and machines, and this
contrast enhances our sense of wellbeing and sparks inspiration when we are
surrounded by nature.

Out of all the amazing natural phenomena, this study focuses on a shadow
and the qualities it brings to suggest the potential of ceramics not just for
their ornamental function as commercial merchandise but as an objet that
creates a sense of space and brings forth a powerful emotional impact.

In the main body of the paper, I examined the objective facts concerning a

shadow, such as its definition and characteristics. Instead of focusing on the
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commonly —perceived association between a shadow and the “dark side,” I
interpreted a shadow in a positive light and applied this interpretation to my
artworks, such as the calmness we feel when resting under the shadow of a
tree. I distinguished and defined a shadow in three broad categories—in terms
of temporality, simplicity, and expandability—and provided specific examples
for each category to show how these qualities can be applied. Also, I
examined the projection relations between an object and its shadow through
the examples of the various shapes of a shadow that can be observed in
everyday life. In regard to a light source and the projection of an object in
particular, I showed different observing methods for the different positions of
the observer and created a motif based on the impressions drawn from the
resulting changes of a shadow. Moreover, I utilized Cheonghwa techniques to
confirm the possibility of using the qualities of a shadow in creating designs
for ceramics.

My pieces are blue—and—white porcelain, which are made with blue
pigments on white porcelain, and I mainly use the shadows created by
plants. My designs are inspired by the insight I gained from studying the
projection relations between an object and its shadow. In regard to form, I
employed simplicity with shapes such as a flat board or a cylinder in order
to maximize the effect of a shadow. Depending on the production
requirements of different shapes, I used either slip casting or jiggering. To
illustrate a shadow, I mainly used shading and immersion techniques with
blue pigments. I also experimented with the use of water repellent and brush
strokes to develop the novel techniques of ceramic ornamentation. By

examining a shadow’s qualities in depth and incorporating these qualities into
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magnifying the sentiments induced by a shadow, I found that ceramics can
not only be used for practical purposes in everyday life but serve as a

medium of expression.
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