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ABSTRACT

Analysis of Major Choice Factors, Career Decision-
making Process, and Career Barriers of Music

University Graduates

Kim, Ju eun
Music Education major
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this study is to improve career problems for music
majors by providing basic data in order to help students make career
decisions and music colleges organize career guidance. This objective was
achieved by investigating major choice factors and career decision-making
process of music college graduates and analyzing career barriers that
occurred during their career decisions.

To that end, a mobile survey using the Google Form was conducted on
143 graduates of the College of Music. 140 of data were finally analyzed,
except for 3 unusable responses. There were a total of 45 questions in the
survey, consisting of general characteristics, major choice factors, the
process of career decisions, and career barriers. The conclusions of this

study are summarized as follows.



Firstly, the interest in music(4.55), which is an internal factor, turned out
to be the most important in major choice factors. On the other hand,
expectations for high income(1.99) and guarantees of employment and
career(1.73) had the lowest impact on choosing a major.

Secondly, a survey of the career decision—-making process of the
graduates of the College of Music found that many music majors hope to
enter the field of performance when they are in college, but after
graduation, they choose music-related fields other than performance. The
percentage of people who wanted to enter the field of performance was
586% at the time of college admission and 48.6% at the time of
graduation, but the ratio of their choice now decreased to 22.7%. Among
them, only 7.3% are currently working in the field of performing. On the
other hand, the percentage of people who chose music-related fields
increased by 43.8%, as the percentage of people who wanted to enter
theses fields was 27.9% at the time of college admission and 37.9% at the
time of graduation. Also, only 0.7% of graduates expected to enter the
fields that are separate from music at the time of admission and 9.3% at
the time of graduation, but the current ratio of choice rose to 10.1%.

Thirdly, the biggest career barrier for music college graduates was
future anxiety(3.38), followed by economic problems (3.29) and lack of
information (3.15).

Considering these results, it is believed that the change in career
decision of music major students and the high awareness of future anxiety
and economic problems were due to the influence of the job condition

factors in the career decision, whereas the internal factors played a major



role in choosing their major. By considering realistic factors about jobs
while entering society which they did not consider in the early stages of a
career decision, they seem to choose music-related fields instead of the
playing field in the job market which is narrow and unstable.

Therefore, based on the results of this study, the author hopes that the
implementation of career education in music colleges will help students
solve their career barriers by providing students with various directions

and information about careers.
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