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Abstract

A Study on the Perceptions of Students in
Secondary Schools for Performance

Assessment in the Music Subject

Kim, Mi Na
Major in Music Education

Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Woman’s University

The purpose of this study is to the perception that the middle
and high school students in the public education system have over
performance assessment of the music subject by grade was
researched and analyzed to identify problems and improvement
points, with the purpose to form a basis for the development of
music education. To achieve this objective, a study was performed
employing the following methods.

Based on literature review related to performance assessments, an
understanding was gained over the definition of performance
assessment, the types of performance assessment in the subject of

music, as well as the direction and characteristics of musical



development among the youths. Then, a questionnaire survey paper
was prepared based on such understanding. A total of 425 middle
and high school students were subjected at 6 schools located at the
City of Seongnam to carry out a survey research, and the collected
data was statistically processed to analyze the results and identify
improvement points.

The results obtained from this study are as follows:

First, among the areas of performance assessment at schools in
current music subject, for singing, only first choir is being assessed.
For instruments, in middle school, the recorder and danso (Korean
traditional wind instrument) are used, while in high school the ocarina,
recorder, and harmonica, as well as other free instruments are used for
assessment. As for composition, mainly group activities, melody
creation, and arranging chord accompaniments are used for the
assessments, and for musical appreciation, the assessments are made
over song title memorizations and writing out reflections of the
music.

Second, as for the overall perception of performance assessment in
the music subject, high school students had more positive
perceptions than middle school students, with the second year
students in middle school having the least favorable perceptions.

Third, among the areas of performance assessments, the younger
students (Ist and 2nd years in middle school) tended to prefer
appreciation while the older students (3rd year in middle school and

1st year in high school) preferred instrumental music. On the other



hand, the younger students found singing difficult while the older
students found the creative to be difficult.

Fourth, the greatest problem of performance assessment as viewed
by students is the nervousness involved before the performance
assessments. Further, the students wanted different levels of
individual capacities to be reflected in the assessments.

Based on the results identified from the study, the students
perceived that the performance assessment grades depended on
individual’s innate abilities. The teachers must be aware of this fact,
and evaluate not only the outcome but place greater focus on the
course of development as well. In order to carry out performance
evaluations of the music subject efficiently, musical characteristics
by grade should be assessed well which will result in evaluating
according to the musical level of the student. To this end, various
tools for performance assessments will need to be developed, and the

quality of lessons will need to be improved also.
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