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ABSTRACT

Relationship Between the Music Experience,
Music Aptitude and School Records

— Research concentrated on high school freshmen —

Cho, Yun kyung
Department of Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The prose of this study is to examine the current status of musical
experiences of Korean students as well as a correlation among the
musical experiences, their musicality, and academic performance, to
prove the importance of and need for musical experience, and to
provide basic data to make a case for music education.

We established following questions to achieve study purpose. First,
what about study subject's music experience? Second, what about
interrelation between musical experience and musicality? Third, what

about interrelation between music experience and academic



performance? Fourth, what about interrelation between musicality and
academic performance?

To answer these questions, 275 high school freshmen were set as
study's subject and the Korean Music Aptitude Test(KMAT) made by
Kyung Sil Hyun, a questionnaire about musical experience, and the
grade report of their first semester were used. Following results were
obtained through statistical analysis in SPSS 15.0 programs.

First, subject's musical experience condition was low. Large part of
the respondents said that they experienced only 1 type of musical
training either private music education or extra—curricular
activities (60.5%, 71.2%). As for the training period, 2 to 3 years of
private tutoring(40.1%), and less than 1 year(47.0%) were most
common. 'Degree of music program listening' was the only question
that received more positive than negetive responds in the section of
home musical environment.

Second, the number of students who experienced private music
education decreased as grade went up, but extra—curricular activities
increased in contrary.

Third, extra—curricular activities students engage in are mostly
offered by school. (53.3%)

Fourth, it was the 'Beginning time' that display the biggest
interrelation between music experience and musicality - school records
in terms of music experience. (r=.234, .238 p<.01)

Last, it was 'Tune' that display the big interrelation between music

experience and musicality - school records in terms of musicality.



We found out that there is a significant interrelation between level of
music experience and musicality - school records. Also, we notified
that music experience is more effective when it is experienced when
students are young. Therefore, school and parents should offer enough
concerns to students for their proper music experience.

It is recommended to modify the questionnaire to measure various
music experience. For a measurement of various musical area except
rhythm and tune, we need to develop a standardized musicality
measure. At the conclusion, we propose a continuous study expanding

to larger area for generalization of the results.
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