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ABSTRACT

A Study on Yulgok Yi Yi’'s Poetry

Park, Kyung Shin
Dept. of Chinese Literature
Graduate School of

SungShin Women’s University

The purposes of this study are to examine Yi, Yi's view on literature
that based on the system of Sung Confucianism, and make his aesthetic
consciousness and the lyric specialty of his poems clear through [Fine
Selection of Essential Words, .

Yul-gok Yi, Yi was borne in December 26, 1536, in the 31st year of
King Jung-jong, in Gang-neung. His head house is from 'Deok-soo’, ‘Ja(a
name that is given when men grow to an adult) is ’Sook-heon’,
"Ho(easily called name besides real name or Ja)’. He was a dutiful son
and grandson who has clemency personality and talent, in his family.
After he start his official career, he fulfilled his duty as a righteous liege
and affectionate public official who lead his lord to the road of sage king
and take care of his people’s pain. Moreover, he had an excellent
reputation with his deep academic/literary world at home and abroad. He
passed away January 16, 1584, in the 17th year of King Seon-jo when he

was in office as a minister because of an unexpected illness.

We can get a idea on his friendship with his letters. As he is one of
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Sung Confucian who represents our country, so his familiar fellows were
also comtemporary masters of Sung Confucian like, Yi Hwang, Seong
Hon, Song Ik-pil, Jeong Cheol.

He thought ethics is the root and verses are branches and leaves as a
moralist. That is, he thought sentences should show ethics. The sound that
comes from a person is an operation of energy, and among all of that
sound the best thing is the ‘good singing’. He had typical moralist’s view
of utility theory that literature is helpful to mental culture, education of
popular morals, and internal and external politics and diplomacy. He
regarded important thing is natural and beautiful verses without
flourishes, and he chose verses on nature and saints’ are the best. In the
aspect of criticism, he also put an emphasis on realistic description and
natural sentences. Like this, his literary view has the meaning of
systematizing the Confucians’ literary theories at that times.

I examined his view on poetry as four parts of poems of reflection,
ethics, excursions and letter poems and answers. Poems of reflection
contain poems that show feelings like solitude, attachment and poems
about historical facts and those related people. Poems of ethics show his
academical tendency as a moralist. Poems of excursions sing pathetic
scenes of nature. Letter poems and answers were exchanged with his
friends, diplomatic representatives, buddhist priests, and seniors and
juniors.

He compiled TFine Selection of Essential Words; , a selection of poems,
with the summon of the times that overcoming problems at that times
and establishing true nature of literature. Through this, he suggested an

opinion about distinctive styles. This could be understood as two sides of
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suggesting a poetic standard and accepting the situation of composing
poems. Suggesting a poetic standard has its meaning as this was his ideal
literature that he had been pursued. It took into account the reality of
learning poetry through practicing the way to write poems and
compromised and united existing tendencies of the literary world by
accepting literary views of the mnational school party at that times.
Touching sceneries that fall under the suggesting a poetic standard are
Pure and Clean Farewell, Beautiful free welcoming, and New Freshness
and Clearness. The standard of Pure and Clean Farewell is not regarding
embellish their style importantly and poetic inspiration that can not be
talked. We can say Pure and Clean Farewell has the touching scenery that
are not embellished at all. Beautiful free welcoming is the scene that
comes from spontaneous pleasure that reached to a state of the nature
and a man became one while he look around the sky, the earth and the
nature quietly. New Freshness and Clearness shows a style that means the
state of unworldliness that has no mood of this world by preserving one’s
body clearly, without tainting with secular affairs. The characters that
accept the reality of writing poems were expressed as four traits of his
writing like, refined attitude ; polished and delicate writing, deeply
cultured mind and distant will ; expressions of inner emotion as reactions
of external stimuli that come from deep and still, sad but not hurted
mind, right words and devotion ; inner flow of his strong and composed
personality on his sentences, and moderate rhetorical beauty ; rhetoric in
not an excessive range.

Pure and clean farewell, beautiful free welcoming, new freshness and

clearness, refined attitude are the ideal style that he pursued, and those
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specialties are aesthetic consciousness that can be found in his poems.
Aesthetic specialties of his poems are pure and simple beauty, calm and
free beauty, clean and not secularized beauty. It has the meaning as
examination of aspects of aesthetic tendency formation of the Confusions
literature and his in the real poems at the same time.

As his place in the history of literature, first, we can say he integrated
and arranged theories of literature of 15th and early 16th centuries by
partial acceptance of the national school party’s opinion on the basis of
the theory of the west river poetry school. Second, he established
Confucian  scholars”  literature  theories  through  synthesis  and
systematization of the Confucians’ aesthetical senses. Third, he asserted
literary tendencies of post 17th century first as suggesting the beginning to
study the Tang ages poems that arose after mid 16th century. Fourth, his
TFine Selection of Essential Words; became the start of various selection
of poems that succeeded Juhui (a Chinese Confucian of the Song ages) ’s

theories on poetry after 17th century.

Key words : Yi Yi, Yul-gok, Pure and Clean Farewell, Beautiful Free
Welcoming, New Freshness and Clearness, Refined Attitude, Deep Mind
and Distant Will, Right Words and Devotion, Moderate Rhetorical Beauty
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