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ABSTRACT

A Study on Division Novel by Yoon, Heung Gil

- Centering around Epic Feature and

around Concrete Expression Aspect of Subject -

Kim So Hee

Major in Korean Language Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

'Korean War and the Divided Korean Peninsula' have been addressed
and given relative importance as the subject matter in Korean literature.
The historical development of novels dealing with the divided country will
continue to expand the meaning in the history of Korean literature. Those
novels have tried to overcome the current national and personal troubles
due to the divided condition of Korean peninsula.

The paper focused on Yun Heung—gil's novels among many works in a
genre of the divided Korea, and examined the concept and development of
the novels dealing with the divided country, following by full—scale
discussion. The novels dealing with the divided country are defined to the
literary works that were written or created by the affected subject in the
South Korea under the divided condition and that were based on right

awareness of history and the divided state. Also, it has to show not only a



developmental view of unity that will help Korea overcome the current
divided condition, but also the prospect of unity.

Next, the paper studied the meaning and characteristics of the divided
state by analyzing the subject and writing in his novels. In the novel, a
narrative from 'a child observer' has had an aesthetic effect: connecting
post—ideological views on the divided condition to inhuman violence, and
getting out of the war trauma. 'The experienced adult' has endured and
dealt with the historical fetters as a person of life, as well as received the
impact of the war disaster passively as a sufferer. It is not a personal
retrospection, but an effort of 'self—healing' or a national healing to
overcome the wound and tragedy of the war. In some way, the memory
and reproduction of the tragedy have offered a potential chance to
overcome the divided state as a part of a national healing.

Besides, irony represented in paradoxical expression and ignorant
speaker's narration has presented the tragedy of the divided state and war
condition as a medium.

Consequently, the writer suggested that the ideological beliefs caused
the peninsula and nation to be divided and that it is the cause of the
national tragedy, resulting in a wretched fratricidal war. Also, the writer
made an effort to reconcile the two systems, with confidence that the
ideological conflict can be resolved as much as he wants in his work. That
i1s, Yun Heung—gil's short and middle stories in a genre of novels dealing
with the divided country focuses on the violence, misery, and suffering of

war as a disagreement doing humanity a harm, rather than the historical



meaning of war itself and the tragedy of ideological conflict. In other
words, his novels seek for a national meaning that will help us overcome
the divided condition for harmonization, along with personal meaning of

troubles and getting older in war.
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