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ABSTRACT

A study on the changes in the style of composition
of Isang Yun by period

—focused on ‘Garak’ , ‘Duo’ , ‘Espace 1’ -—

Oh, You Mi

Collaborative Piano Major
Department of Music
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’ s University

Isang Yun is one of the most representative Korean composers in the
20th century. He developed his own unique world of music by embod
ying oriental sounds and ideas in the form of Western music. In his e
arly period of studying in Germany, he was influenced by Arnold Sch
onberg’ s “twelve—tone method", serialism and by Boris Blacher. Ho
wever, Isang Yun had not just followed the stream of Western music,
he builded up his own style of composition and musical language in th
e basis of Taoism. The idea of "Jeongjungdong"(movement in stillnes
s) resulted in the “Haupttontechnik” (central sound technique). He wa
s also interested in visualized sounds and he regarded tempo as a kin

d of gesture. The process of development of Isang Yun' s own music
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al style could be divided into three or four periods. Scholars has a so
mewhat different opinion for dividing his period of work. This study e
xamined their different view carefully and securing the most justifiabl
e time classification. After that, the thorough analysis on the work of
each period would be performed. For the effective analysis, this study
selects chamber music including piano in common of each period. The
result of analysis is as follows;

This study selected Garak for the work of first period. It seemed to
be influenced by twelve—tone method and serialism. It features
complicated divide of the beats. So it is difficult for the players to
perform. Also, there is a kind of “call and response” style as in
Korean traditional music. Garak hardly has the sense of tonality. The
idea of Jeongjungdong presented in the alternative placement of loose
texture and compact one. This study also found a certain rules of
composition between the short motives at the beginning of the work.
Frequent changes in beats are seen, which seems to be an attempt to
express Korean sound and beats with Western notation.

Duo 1s the work selected for analysis of the second period. The
alteration of compact texture and loose texture could be observed like
Garak. There are also powerful motives that provides coherence in
the work. The “central sound A” 1is achieved in a feeble way, and
the repeated appearance of the E note, which is the dominant of A
provides a faint sense of tonal music. In addition, both solo
instruments and piano use a variety of techniques to achieve greater

expressiveness.
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For the third period, this study selected FEspace [ Isang Yun
shows a more stable and ripe style of his musical language. The
piece is for cello, which the composer regarded as his own voice
and piano. The alternation arrangement of loose and compact
texture i1s observed as in the preceding periods. And the elements
in the theme motive are widely utilized throughout the whole work.
The movement of the dominant and tonic gives a more tonal feeling
than the previous period. Also, the central sound A, which
represents Isang Yun' s ideal, is definitely achieved. Piano makes
the texture of the work even richer with expressions through
various techniques in almost equal positions with solo instruments.
Through all the analysis on the work of each period, we could see
that "Jeongjungdong", the core 1dea of Yun—isang's music, 1S
consistent over three periods despite changes in the work’ s detailed
composition style and texture. In addition, it was found that uniformity
and organic structure got more powerful in the latter period, giving
the entire work coherence. As for the piano, it played only a
supporting role as an accompanying instrument in the first period.
However, it gained over time an elevated status nearly equal to the
solo instrument and gave rich expression. The work from the first
period of Isang Yun is hard to perform while the works of latter
period got easier to play. It means that he became more considerate
to players. All of the process of this study, gives a meaningful
example of how a composer who lived in foreign country establish his
own musical style and language in the course of embodying his

unique aesthetics of music.
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