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10 Eb 10 Eb
11 D 11 D
12 Db 12 Db
13 C 13 C
14 B 14 B

15 A
15 G 16 G
16 C 17 C
17 F 18 F
18 Eb 19 Eb
19 D 20 D
20 21 C
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19| Bb| Db| F|F# A| F| E|Eb| D|Db| C|Eb Bb| A| F|Bb| D#/ Db| C|Bb
20| C|Eb| G| Ab| B| G|F# F| E|Eb|] D|Db| C| B| G| C| F|Ebl D| C
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Abstract

The Study of Isang Yun Konigliches Thema

fiir Violine solo

Hyun-Ju Lee
Department of Musicinstrument
Graduate School,

Sungshin Women'’s University

This thesis is about the historical background and compositional technique
of Isang Yun's Konigliches Thema for violin solo composed in 1976. In
1970s, the Republic of Korea, already governed by military dictatorship,
declared the Yushin through an amendment to the Constitution to maintain
the authoritarian government. In 1972, after the ‘East Berlin Affair,’
Yun acquired German citizenship for his own safety, and continued his
career as a composer while participating in a democratization movement
exposing social irregularities.

During 1970s, Yun composed thirty works in which he sought to express
the universal good and justice of mankind as well as personal distress. His
major work includes Cantata An der Schwelle (1975) and Cello Concerto
(1975/1976). Konigliches Thema for violin solo, however, does not actively

convey such ideas Yun had during this period. Kénigliches Thema is a



composition using twelve-tone technique and the theme from J. S. Bach’s
Musikalischen Opfer (1747).

Musikalischen Opfer, dedicated to Frederick the Great, who proposed the
work’s theme himself, consists of two Ricercars, one Sonata, and ten
Canons. Among these, this study is focuses on the five canons entitled
‘Canones diversi super thema regium’ and their performance techniques.
These five canons are variations on the Frederick’s theme: the theme is
presented in retrograde form in the first piece; the second piece shows an
imitation of the original form; the third and fourth pieces are in inversion
forms; and the fifth piece proceeds through modulating the theme.

Yun took this theme from Musikalischen Opfer and applied twelve-tone
technique to it to compose Konigliches Thema. His twelve-tone technique
in this work allows every repeated notes, using all 20 notes from the
original theme. Kénigliches Thema can be divided into six distinctive parts
based on the tempo, form of the series, and rhythmic pattern used in
each part. Part I uses the Original, Part II the Original, I-1, [-3, and the
transformation of O-4; Part Il the transformation of [-5, O-8, and I[-11;
Part IV uses [-11; and Part V and VI, the Original again. Both part I and
VI use Original form and notes having length of a half note or more. Part
II and V use several forms including the Original, and the primary note
value used in both parts is the sixteenth. Part Il and IV share the I-11
form, notes having length of a half note or more, and ornament-like
prolonged notes. Thus each part is paired with another, forming an arch

shaped symmetry. The forms of the series used in Kénigliches Thema are



original, inversion, and retrograde, which are already used in J. S. Bach’s

‘Canones diversi super thema regium’ from Musikalischen Opfer.
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