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ABSTRACT

Composition and Application of a Balanced Literacy
Program Connecting Kindergarten and Elementary School

Language Arts

Lee, Ji-Young
Department of Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this study is to compose a balanced literacy program
connecting Kkindergarten and elementary school language arts and to
analyze its effects on children’s literacy development. The research

questions for the study are as follows:

1. What is the composition of a balanced literacy program connecting
kindergarten and elementary school language arts?
2. What are the effects of the balanced literacy program connecting

kindergarten and elementary school language arts?

A balanced literacy program connecting Kkindergarten and elementary

school language arts was composed through a literature review, survey,



tentative planning and a preliminary study.

The goal of the balanced literacy program was to enhance children’s
ability to read and write and interests in reading and writing. It also was
developed to link kindergarten and elementary school language arts. The
program was composed of five sub-areas: comprehension, vocabulary,
phonological awareness, literature, and writing.

For teaching-learning method, the program used integrated approach to
language arts and activities were centered around children’s literature. The
program tried to maintain balance between whole language approach and
phonics approach, reading and writing, teacher—directed teaching and
child-directed teaching, and planned teaching and unplanned teaching. For
overall teaching strategy, ‘Whole-Part-Whole’ method was applied.
Teaching strategies for reading included ’'reading aloud’, 'shared reading’,
'guided reading’, and 'independent reading’, and the teaching strategies for
writing included 'writing aloud’, ’'shared writing’, 'guided writing’, and
'independent writing’. For the program assessment, the process-centered
assessment through the observation analyses on children’s behaviors was
used. In addition, a portfolio assessment was used.

In order to investigate the effects of the balanced literacy program an
experimental study was conducted. 59 5-year old children from N and Y
kindergartens in Seoul participated in the study. The balanced literacy
program was applied to the experimental group two or more days per
week for 14 weeks. The comparison group performed the regularly
scheduled activities.

To analyze the effects of the program on children’'s literacy ability,

assessment tools to measure children’s reading, writing, phonological



awareness and interest in reading were used before and after the program.

Collected data were statistically analyzed by using the SPSS Program.

The results of the study were the following:

First, there was a statistically significant difference in children’s reading
ability between the experimental group and the comparison group. The
experimental group performed better than the comparison group as a result
of the study.

Second, there was a statistically significant difference in children’s
writing ability. The children who participated in the program had higher
scores in writing than their counterparts.

Third, there also was a significant difference between the groups in
phonological awareness.

Fourth, there was a significant difference in children’s interest in
reading. The children in the experimental group showed higher levels of

interest in reading than those in the comparison group.
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