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ABSTRACT

The Analysis of Teachers’ Discourse on

Full-day Kindergarten Programs

Seo Yeon-keum
Major in Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

The current study aims to examine teachers’ opinions on children of
full-day kindergarten programs through their discourse and conduct an
in-depth analysis to get improvement measures of full-day kindergarten
programs. It is expected that the study results will make several
suggestions for operation of full-day kindergarten programs since
opinions on full-day kindergarten programs from the actual field were
reflected.

The following research questions were established in the study.

1. What are teachers’ opinions on children of full-day kindergarten
programs?
2. What are teachers’ opinions on operation of full-day kindergarten

programs?



The study implemented 12 group interviews and 19 individual
interviews with 10 kindergarten teachers from April 26, 2007 to
September 30, 2008. All the subjects have teaching experience of over
three years and five of them have teaching experience for full-day
kindergarten programs. Data were collected by making a short sketch
and recording at the spot until they became sufficient for analyzing.
Transcripts for interview materials and contents recorded in notes were

classified and categorized for data analysis.

Results obtained from the study were categorized into children of
full-day kindergarten programs and operation of full-day kindergarten
programs according to the research questions. The following are the

study results.

First of all, teachers” discourse on children of full-day kindergarten
programs was again classified into teachers” opinions on children of
full-day kindergarten programs and teachers’ opinions on the children’s
internal predicament experienced during full-day kindergarten programs.
The study analyzed teachers’ opinions on children of full-day
kindergarten programs they had during half-day work and categorized
the opinions into several categories; ‘a very smart, but clever child’,
‘another teacher leading relationships among peers’, ‘a child who forms
special relationship with a teacher’, "a inattentive and aggressive child’, 'a

child who wants more affection’ and ’a child who will make a teacher

difficult.



Next, it was found that children of full-day kindergarten programs
were in various internal predicaments because of their unique
background variables and full-day kindergarten life, for example, "please
love me’, ‘I want to have a rest at home’, and ’full-day class is space

for waiting to me’.

Secondly, teachers’” discourse on operation of full-day kindergarten
programs were categorized into ‘inevitable reality of full-day kindergarten
programs’ and ’teachers” opinions on improvement for operation of
full-day kindergarten programs’. The teachers faced up to the reality of
inevitability of full-day kindergarten programs for various reasons,
pointed out problems of current full-day kindergarten programs, and
suggested improvement measures in various aspects. The teachers’
opinions on improvement for operation of full-day kindergarten programs
were again categorized into ’qualitative improvement of full-day
kindergarten  program  environment’, ’‘reestablishment of full-day
kindergarten programs’ and ’‘change in perception of parents with

children of full-day kindergarten programs’

Qualitative improvement measures of full-day kindergarten program
environment were as follows; 'no wild goose style - securing a full-day
program classroom’, 'no perfunctory full-day program - placement of a
teacher responsible for full-day program’ and 'no fixed full-day program

- creation of home-like atmosphere’.



Next, for reestablishment of full-day kindergarten programs, the
teachers made suggestions like ‘guidance for flexible time management’
and activation of outdoor play’. That is, the guidance claiming that
full-day kindergarten programs should be operated flexibly breaking
away from the fixed schedule is required. In addition, they recognize the
importance of outdoor play in operation of full-day kindergarten

programs and suggested its activation.

Lastly, the teachers thought change in perception of parents with
children of full-day kindergarten programs are required in order to
improve full-day kindergarten programs. And detailed changes include
‘change in perception for children - showing affection with their best’
and ’‘change in perception for full-day kindergarten programs - getting

rid of prejudice and greed’.
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