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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Current State of Cooperation and Its
Improvement Directions between Half-Day and Full-Day Class

Teachers at Kindergarten

Seo Yeong-hee

Major in Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education
Sungshin Women’s University

Supervised by Prof. Kwon Jeong Yoon

The purposes of this study were to explore the possibilities of
cooperation between half-day and full-day class teachers at kindergarten
and find improvement directions to facilitate their cooperation by
investigating the current state of their cooperation and their perceptions
of improvement directions. For those purposes, the following research

questions were set:

First, what is the current state of cooperation between half-day and

full-day class teachers?



1-1. What perceptions of cooperation do half-day and full-day class
teachers have?
1-2. Is there any difference in cooperation between half-day and

full-day class teachers?

Second, what are the difficulties with cooperation between half-day and

full-day class teachers and the improvement directions to resolve them?

2-1. What difficulties do half-day and full-day class teachers have
with cooperation?

2-2. What improvement directions do half-day and full-day class

teachers demands to promote cooperation?

The subjects include total 245 kindergarten teachers working for a
full-day kindergarten in Seoul and Gyeonggi Province. Of the subjects
that were surveyed, 146 were half-day class teachers and 99 full-day
class teachers. In addition, in—depth interviews were conducted with
three half-day and full-day class teachers each to examine difficulties
with cooperation and improvement measure to resolve them along with
analysis of their specific cases.

Using the SPSS 18.0 program, collected data were treated to obtain
frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation and put to t-test.

The interviews were recorded and transcribed. The transcriptions were



repeatedly read to categorize and analyze the content according to the
research questions.

The analysis results were as follows:

First, the analysis results of half-day and full-day class teachers’
perceptions of cooperation show that both of them believed mutual
cooperation was effective for the operation of the kindergarten curriculum
and in definite need and were generally satisfied with the current
cooperation level between them. As for the persons they would consult
for the instruction of young children, half-day class teachers found the
most effects in consulting their colleague half-day class teachers, who
were followed by the head and deputy head in the order. Full-day class
teachers found the greatest effects in consulting their colleague full-day
class teachers, who were followed by their colleague half-day class
teachers. Both half-day and full-day class teachers thought that the
most proper number of cooperation between them was "about once a
week and most preferred "mutual support” and "exchange of simple
information” in the order of the consultation types. Both the groups also
said that teacher cooperation generated the biggest effects in the area of
"instruction of young children,” which was followed by "educational
planning and operation.”

Second, full-day class teachers showed a higher level of cooperation in

duties than half-day class teachers. The cooperation level of the former



was higher in such subareas as "educational planning and operation,”
"instruction of young children,” "parent education,” "office work,” and
"interpersonal relationships” than the latter. There were significant
differences between the two groups.

Third, it was also analyzed what caused difficulties to teacher
cooperation. The analysis results reveal that half-day class teachers
considered "lack of time” and "lack of space” as bigger difficulties than
full-day class teachers in the domain of environmental factors with
significant differences between them. The interview results show that
both half-day and full-day class teachers said differences in working
hours and lesson hours, lack of cooperation space, and lack of classroom
made cooperation difficult. No significant differences were found between
the two groups in the domain of teacher factors, but the interview
results indicate that both the groups pointed out that uncomfortable
relationships and lack of perception of need for cooperation had negative
influences on teacher cooperation. In the domain of administrative and
financial factors, full-day and half-day class teachers mentioned "unequal
treatments” and "heavy workload,” respectively, as the factors having
huge negative impacts on teacher cooperation with significant differences
between them. According to the interview results, full-day class teachers
said it was difficult to engage in active cooperation due to unstable type

of employment and gap in wages, while half-day class teachers said it



was difficult to create time for cooperation because of their heavy
workload.

Finally, their demands were examined for improvement directions to
promote their cooperation. Half-day class teachers placed a top priority
on "reducing workload” and "improving treatments for full-day class
teachers” in the order, while full-day class teachers did on "improving
treatments for full-day class teachers” and "making full-day class
teachers full-time teachers” in the order. According to the analysis
results of differences between the two groups, half-day class teachers
felt a bigger need for “increasing consultation time for educational
connections,” "cooperation when making educational plans,” and
"In—-service training on cooperation plans” than full-day class teachers,
who showed a greater need for "making full-day class teachers full-time
teachers” than half-day class teachers with significant differences
between them. According to the interview results, half-day class
teachers pointed out a need to deploy administrative staff to reduce
workload, while many of the full-day class teachers said that work

conditions should be improved.
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