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ABSTRACT

A Study on Sand Plays of Four Year Old Kindergarten Children : An
Ethnographic study

Bong, Jin Young

Department of Early Childhood Education

The Graduate School

Sungshin Woman's University

The purpose of this study was to understand what a sand play area
means to children and how children experience sand play. This research
was done by an ethnographic study through field observation and

interview.

The main ideas of this research were categorized into three groups as

follows:

1. What does a sand play area mean to children?
2. What aspects of the play were shown in a sand play?

3. What sorts of interaction are shown in the play?

This research was done with 27 children who were all 4 years old and
their teachers in a pre—school in Seoul by field observation(total 32 times)
in their play with sands for three months from April to July 2005. Data
were collected by field jotting, interviewing between teachers and

children, taking photographs photographing a video and collecting



document data. And, data analysis was made on the basis of field jotting
and recorded videotape, and interview data. The collected data were

interpreted by categorization, organization and classification.

The results of this research were categorized into three groups as

follows:

1. What does a sand play area mean to children?

A sand play area had following several meanings: the place where
children built what they wanted with sands, challenged new stuff freely ,
gave out their physical strength and energy, the place where they enjoyed
their daytime comfortably and were satisfied with the results through such

activities.

2. What aspects of the play were shown in a sand play?

The plays of children were observed by three features: imaginative
play, instructive play, and scientific play. First, sands were symbolized for
several meanings. About such symbolizations, the children personally
thought and asked each other, and intended to understand the meaning.
When children were in conflict with others over the differences in
interpreting meaning, they explained play situation or compared
symbolized things to real objects. In addition, children tried to make others
understand symbolizations using a special word, 'fake!'. Second, children
acted as a play director and amused themselves with new and interesting
ideas during the constructive play. They absorbed themselves in their
play, they aimed to build construction in realistic way, and they did the

constructive play by adding ideas that they already knew to constructions



and transformed previous constructions in various ways. Third, children
experienced the process of science during the play. In specific and
detailed experiences via play, children accomplished the next
process—-observance, comparison, categorization. They also discovered
new things through prediction and experiment. Children were surprised at
the results acquired through trials and errors and they constructed new
knowledge by analyzing and inferring their own results. Besides, children
tried to explain new things they discovered to their peers and share new

knowledge with them.

3. What sorts of interaction are shown in the play?

Children in a sand play area responded sensitively to behaviors of
peers and applied what they saw to their own play. They cooperated,
shared play materials, and played with peers in positive ways. Besides,
children intervened and participated in others' play with an appropriate

action, and they showed positive response to others' play and word.
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