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ABSTRACT

The Effect of Kindergarten Teacher’ s

Recognition of teaching professionalism

on Teaching flow and Commitment to teaching

Shin, yeon—jung
Early Childhood Education Major
The Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’ s University

This study aims to examine how kindergarten teachers perceive
their teaching professionalism and what impact their recognition of
teaching professionalism has on teaching flow and commitment to

teaching.

To pursue this research aim, the following four questions were

posed.

1. What is the general tendency of kindergarten teachers’
recognition of teaching professionalism, teaching flow, and
commitment to teaching?

2. What differences do the teacher’ s background variables involving

sex, age, academic  achievement, establishment type  of



kindergarten, types of teacher s license, work experience, job
title and the children’ s age they take charge of make to
teachers’ recognition of teaching professionalism, teaching flow,
and commitment to teaching?

3. What relationship does the teachers’ recognition of teaching
professionalism have with teaching flow and commitment to
teaching?

4. What impact the teachers’ recognition of teaching professionalism

have on teaching flow and commitment to teaching?

This research conducted a questionnaire to 333 In—service
kindergarten teachers from Seoul and Kyunggi area from June 1 to
July 28, 2017. To conduct the research, three different questionnaires
were used. First, To measure the recognition of teacher’ s
professionalism, the revised and supplemented version of “Current
Status and Self—Desire for Professional Competence (designed by
Wang in 2005 and translated and revised by Jung Aram in 2016)”
was used. Second, to measure teaching flow, “Teaching Flow Scale
(designed by Song Joo Yeon in 2014)” was selected. Third, to
measure commitment to teaching, “Early Childhood Teacher
Commitment Questionnaire; ECTCQ (designed by Park Kyung Hee in
2005 and revised and supplemented by Jung Sumi in 2015)" was

used.

The collected data were analyzed with a SPSS 20.0 for Windows.



To analyze the research findings, 5 different analyzing methods were
used: descriptive statistics for the general tendency of teachers’
recognition of professionalism, teaching flow, and commitment to
teaching; f—test and One—Way ANOVA for the differences teacher’ s
background variables make to their recognition of teaching
professionalism, teaching flow, and commitment to teaching;
Pearson’ s Product—Moment Correlation Analysis for the relationship
between the teachers’ recognition of teaching professionalism and
their teaching flow and commitment to teaching; Multiple Regression
Analysis for the impact of teachers’ recognition of teaching

professionalism on teaching flow and commitment to teaching.

The major findings of the study were as follows.

First, as a result of the general tendency of teachers’ recognition
of teaching professionalism, teaching flow, and commitment to
teaching, kindergarten teachers were found to have strong recognition
of their professionalism. Also, their teaching flow and commitment to
teaching were measured very high.

Second, there was a significant difference between the recognition
of teaching professionalism, teaching flow, and commitment to
teaching and their personal background variables in teachers’ age,
academic achievement, types of license, work experience and job title.
However, the establishment type of kindergarten was significantly

different only in teachers’ recognition of teaching professionalism and



commitment to teaching. No difference was found in the variable of
the age of children they take charge of.

Third, there was a significantly positive correlation between the
teachers’ recognition of teaching professionalism and the teaching
flow and commitment to teaching. In addition, the correlation between
teachers’ recognition of teaching professionalism and teaching flow
was found to be higher than the one between teachers’ recognition
of teaching professionalism and commitment to teaching.

Fourth, the sub—factors of the recognition of teaching
professionalism showed a statistically significant impact on teaching
flow and commitment to teaching. To be specific, teachers’
management skills and competencies in child care and protection as
sub—factors of the recognition of teaching professionalism have a
significant impact on teaching flow while communication skills and
teachers’ professional development skills have on commitment to
teaching. However, teaching skills showed an impact only on some

sub—factors of commitment to teaching.

Given the findings of the study, it reaches the conclusion that
teachers’ teaching flow and commitment to teaching raise when
teachers strongly recognize their professionalism. That is, a variety of
reinforcement measures to increase teachers’ recognition of teaching
professionalism will positively create stronger teaching flow and
commitment to teaching, which will ultimately contribute to the quality

of early childhood education and teachers’ professional life.
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