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ABSTRACT

A Qualitative Case Study on Articulated Education Activities

between Kindergarten and Elementary School

Gim, Soon—nyeo
Dept. of Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin women’s University

The purpose of this study was to make a qualitative case study of the
awareness of kindergarten teachers and elementary school teachers on the
meaning of articulated education between Kkindergarten and elementary
school, the state of that articulated education in Kkindergarten classes of
Western age 5 and elementary school first-grade classes, and the
difficulties of Kkindergarten teachers and elementary school teachers in
conducting articulated education in an effort to seek ways of offering more
efficient articulated education in kindergarten and elementary school. Three

research questions were posed:

1. What is the perception of kindergarten teachers and elementary school
teachers on the meaning of articulated education between Kkindergarten and
elementary school?

2. How 1s that articulated education conducted in kindergarten classes of

Western age 5 and elementary school first-grade classes?
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3. What difficulties do kindergarten teachers and elementary school

teachers face in providing articulated education?

A qualitative case study method was employed to address the research
questions. A participant observation was carried out in a kindergarten and
an elementary school respectively located in D and N districts in Seoul
from May, 2008, to December, 2009, to find out the reality of articulated
education between Kkindergarten and elementary school. And the
kindergarten teachers and elementary school teachers were interviewed.

In the Kkindergarten, participant observation was made 25 times, three or
four times per week, in December when articulated education was offered a
lot. In the elementary school, participant observation was carried out 11
times, once or twice a week, in March and April when  articulated
education was mainly conducted. When the participant observation wasn’t
made, Kkindergarten teacher Joo was interviewed 22 times, and another
kindergarten teacher Yoo was interviewed 24 times. Besides, elementary
school teacher Cho who was a first-grade homeroom teacher was
interviewed 17 times. In total, 63 interviews were held, and additional data
were gathered, which involved observation data of 36 sessions, photographs
and monthly and weekly teaching plans. As for data analysis, the collected
data that included notebooks, observation journals, interview data and
relevant documents were classified and categorized. The major findings of

the study were as follows:

First, concerning the meaning of articulated education between

kindergarten and elementary school, the kindergarten teachers viewed it as
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"articulated education about preparation for learning and life attitude,’
"education through communication with families of preschoolers and
elementary school teachers,’” and ’education offered by kindergarten teachers
in consideration of the content of elementary school education.” The
elementary school teachers understood 1t as 'life-adjustment-centered
education’ and ’'integrated education of kindergarten and elementary school
curriculums.” Both of the kindergarten and elementary school teachers
considered it important to let preschoolers and children experience what
elementary school would be like, and they stressed that both of
kindergarten and elementary school teachers should be well aware of
what's taught in each other’'s educational institutions. Besides, the
kindergarten teachers found it necessary to communicate with elementary

school teachers to keep themselves posted about elementary education.

Second, articulated education was conducted in the kindergarten classes
of Western age 5 by providing an opportunity for Kkindergarteners to
experience what being in elementary school would be like and by making
indoor environments identical to that of first-grade classrooms. The
kindergarten teachers wanted to offer articulated education for preschoolers
to experience what it would be like to study and spend time in elementary
school, and they prepared the kinds of indoor environments that were the
same as those of first-grade classrooms in order to make it happen. In the
first-grade classrooms of elementary school, articulated education was
provided by utilizing textbooks titled 'We are in the first grade,’ by
introducing educational activities of kindergarten and by creating

appropriate environments and a permissive climate. Both of the
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kindergarten and elementary school teachers tried to introduce each other’s
teaching methods and life patterns and to prepare similar classroom
environments. The kindergarten teachers made an effort to communicate
with parents to acquire information on what's taught and done in
elementary school when they planned to conduct articulated education, and
they got the first-grade textbooks of elementary school to make research
in articulated education. Thus, the kindergarten teachers took a more active
attitude to articulated education than the elementary school first-grade

teachers.

Third, the kindergarten teachers had several difficulties in conducting
articulated education. It’s not easy to teach preschoolers to be ready for
their future studies in elementary school, and the gaps between them and
parents in the way of looking at articulated education gave them a hard
time. Besides, the gaps between them and elementary school teachers in
perception of articulated education gave them another hard time as well.
And the kindergarten teachers thought that terms of articulated education
were difficult to understand, and didn’t think that there was enough
sequence between the curriculums of the two. In addition, they found it
hard to get materials of articulated education and faced another difficulties
since they didn’t have sufficient opportunities to foster their professionalism

of articulated education.

At the same time, the elementary school teachers had difficulties in
offering articulated education as well. It was not easy for them to teach

children with different experiences, and a shortage of programs and
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materials available and a lack of experience and uniform facilities made it
hard to offer articulated education. Another difficulty was that the way
they looked at articulated education was not the same as that of principals
and parents. Thus, the elementary school teachers found it hard to teach
children with diverse experiences because there weren’'t enough programs,
facilities or equipment tailored to the characteristics of children with
different experiences, and another reason was that their awareness of

articulated education was not the same as that of principals and parents.

- 127 -



	Ⅰ. 서 론
	1. 연구의 필요성 및 목적
	2. 연구 문제
	3. 연구자

	Ⅱ. 이론적 배경
	1. 유치원-초등학교 연계 교육의 개념 및 필요성
	2. 유치원-초등학교 연계 교육의 요소
	1) 교육과정
	2) 교사
	3) 환경구성

	3. 선행연구

	Ⅲ. 연구 방법
	1. 연구 현장
	2. 참여 교사의 개인적 특성
	1) 교사들의 일반적 배경
	2) 교사들의 하루 일과

	3. 연구 절차
	1) 현장 들어가기
	2) 예비 연구
	3) 본 연구
	4) 연구의 신뢰성 확보 방안

	4. 자료 분석

	Ⅳ. 결과 및 해석
	1. 유치원-초등학교 연계 교육의 의미
	1) 유치원 교사들이 생각하는 연계 교육의 의미
	2) 초등학교 교사가 생각하는 연계 교육의 의미

	2. 유치원과 초등학교 학급에서 이루어지는 연계 교육
	1) 유치원 만 5세 학급에서 이루어지는 연계 교육
	2) 초등학교 1학년 학급에서 이루어지는 연계 교육

	3. 유치원과 초등학교 교사들이 경험하는 연계 교육의 어려움
	1) 유치원 교사들이 경험하는 연계 교육의 어려움
	2) 초등학교 교사가 경험하는 연계 교육의 어려움


	Ⅴ. 논의 및 결론
	1. 논 의 
	1) 유치원-초등학교 연계 교육의 의미
	2) 유치원과 초등학교 학급에서 이루어지는 연계 교육
	3) 유치원과 초등학교 교사들이 경험하는 연계 교육의 어려움

	2. 결론 및 제언



