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ABSTRACT

Study on Needlework Drawings

Expressed through Mindset of "amusement”

Ro, Shin Kyoung
Departure of Fine Arts
Oriental painting Major
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

"amusement” (G or #£k) is a concept symbolizing spiritual freedom
cited from Chuang Tzu's Hsiao Yao Yu chapter (Free and easy wandering) and
is used meaning free play since it is completely free from any burden, as if the
fringe of a flag flutters at the mercy of the wind.

And in art, free 'amusement’ is so important as to be called the origin
of art. This is because origin of art of mankind started from the instinct
of play and aesthetic pleasure from play 1s equivalent to I. Kant's
purposeless purposiveness, disinterested interest, and play in pursuit of
other than human’s own interests suits the nature of art.

The essence of art lies in freedom, which in turn is the soul of
amusement. Freedom connects and links amusement and art, while both

all represent freedom of activity and free interaction of human lives, and



so 'free amusement’ may be the origin of the mindset of artists during
their artistic creation. This concept has been expressed by the term of
"amusement’ in the East, whereas the West used this rather diversely as
one of philosophic concepts related with aesthetics entering the modern
era in the West.

This study aims to bring to light that Oriental mindset of amusement
(playfulness) is artistic spirit of Chuang Tzu as well as the authentic
artist’s mindset. The researcher is being engaged in representing
abstract imagery, feeling emotional freedom during creating work via
sowing and needlework using lots of colored threads on thick Korean
papers or a diverse range of fabrics. During this work, she was so much
absorbed therein and this production gave her mental freedom along with
mindset of "amusement” for aesthetic cultivation, and came to think the
mindset at this time might be same as that from Chuang Tzu's artistic
spirit. As a result, the researcher began to study needlework drawings

drawn with mindset of "amusement”.

And so the researcher was not able to produce creative work with
limitless vitality, until she focused on art creation in the state of the
border of "amusement” from Chuang Tzu's Hsiao Yao Yu, 1. Kant's
"amusement” with free imagination, J.C.F. Schiller’'s play impulse and, H.G.

Gadamer’s 'true amusement’.

In order to form the art as "amusement” embodying the essence of

freedom while producing the art, the artist should produce it with the



mindset of 'amusement’ in the first place. For this, the researcher found
that firstly the artist himself or herself should have the unifying mindset
of 'amusement’ in relation between objects and artist. Secondly, the artist
should have playful mindset materializing authentic freedom without being
subjected to anything. Thirdly, the artist needs internal disciplines to
cultivate sound and moral personality aesthetically. Fourthly, the artist
himself or herself should try to be equipped with the basic faculty for
"amusement’ where true humanity works so that the artist can create
work with vitality beyond space and time with inevitable world of

subconsciousness becoming mindset of "amusement” unconsciously.

To express "amusement” via figurative lines, firstly, the researcher,
using varied allocations and circulative expression of lines on screen,
arranged the work to be represented in the order of the universe where all
things in nature grow continually and incessantly by the elapse of time.
Secondly, as a way to express the automatic flow of lines and symbolic
look of movement, the researcher combined the present and future using
symbolism 1in art and expressed it as an unconscious mindset of
amusement with internal inevitability.

As a result of expressing needlework drawing work with mindset of
amusement, the study found its artistic significance was firstly abstract
imagery representation. This might make the audience who view the
researcher’s needlework work experience as if they hear this and that
story through abstract patchwork forms expressed by threads directly from

the researcher. This may be said as the ’level of unification’ mentioned in



Orientalism in which there is no division between objects and oneself. Part
of the screen was sown added by various fabrics and colored threads, and
if the audience follow the traces of threads in the screen formed variedly
and abstractly, they could encounter the researcher’'s wishes to use more
varied and universal figurative language than the expression of traditional
Oriental paintings. The researcher believed that her work of expressing
imagery abstractly could enter into free artistic stage beyond her known
value world via recognition of 'amusement’. This stage via freedom and
imagination, the researcher believes, may be ’spiritual value’ mentioned in
Oriental paintings and through this, she seeks to create her unique creative

artistic world.

Secondly, it was related with disinterested expression of intuition and
colors expressed on the screen were not one area of space but sort of
vibration and direct reflection of the true nature of the researcher without
mediation of thinking. Patchwork used plenty of five cardinal colors as
spiritual source but the researcher’'s work used varied colors such as
achromatic color, pastel tone besides five cardinal colors. This reflects the
researcher’s effort to express her memory and recollection in a free and
creative way using various colors, which might be a spiritual stage of free
play as well as drawings drawn with mindset of play.

Disinterested expression of intuition with mindset of play may lead
humans to the direction of goodness via aesthetic transfer through an
artist. Thus, the artist represents the work in the direction in which they
can live humanely and the appreciators may sympathize with it and

eventually grow to a human who can materialize aesthetic value. And so,



the researcher, in an effort to cultivate this aesthetics, seeks to be an
artist who creates in the level of free 'amusement’ through harmony of
reason and sensibility.

Thirdly, automatically descriptive expression for internal order opened a
new potential for its drawing technique in contemporary fine arts and
eventually the researcher came to the conclusion that drawing is itself a
completion rather than a process taking the form of drawing. Researcher’s
drawing drawn with mindset of play expresses infinite images by action
and at the same time itself can express like a picture, resulting in double

functions.

While expressing spontaneous fierceness and impromptu during the
researcher’s work, she contains them quickly by automatic needlework
drawing on screens. These expressions started from the researcher’s belief
that the speed of hand must be quicker than initially thought by her. The
quicker the movement, the deeper the effect of chance and if this could be
controlled moment by moment with mindset of play, artistic depth became
deeper, the researcher learned.

Fourthly, materials of needles and threads, and needlework drawings
used during the researcher’'s work as a way of expression to assign
temporal meaning to the form of matters unfolded as a story on the screen
as a piece of memory, and gave meanings of temporal experience of
stitching, attaching, cutting and perceiving oneself.

Along the way, another type of work expresses landscapes cherished at

the researcher’s inside, as if the time embroiders or flows one by one by



each stitching. If figures revealed on the screen were a representation of
the objects, formality latent inside the objects within the landscapes are

symbolic of the time representing the flow of human lives.

All in all, the researcher expects that if in search of true authenticity,
she tries to cultivate own personality and carries on with her work with
mindset of ’‘amusement’, the audience may share aesthetic human
sentiments. And the researcher is further committed to creating vital work

beyond time and space.
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