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At frobag BFNA Fold Y TEE oy

AE Foteta, 2 FAZAA WA BE3E o

2ol FAUAA

e @A 119e ez #Re AAIFAY. A4 A9 2FIe
9k 3Alol A T 54 @ uAt T AFAHA HES 5% Yt AHHESE =
Ze7] 98 2QaAREH 10474 48¢ AD 2AES A48T AT
oAz 1159 49ty a3 v & 13 £

<E 1> A7 Zoxte] dvtA WA

o A} a7 WAL A Y 249 s 1% #38 g g

A FA} 2 44 Tk 44 AHE F X4 3dA =49

B A} 27 59 Tt 54 A8 FA4 3dA =49

C TA} 28 64 T 54 AHE FX 49 3dA =49

D @A} 33 10 4@ T 54 AHE F X4 3dA =49

E A} 26 243 T 34 A8 F A9 434 £9

F mA} 27 44 Tk 44 AHE F X4 43A =4

G HA} 28 43 Tk 44 A8 FA4 4dA =4

H mA 26 14 T 54 ALY X4 434 4

I A} 28 64 Tk 44 A8 FA9 3dA &9
J A 27 3d T 44 Y x4 439A 9
K @A 29 549 T 344 TH x4 43A 4
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2. 47+ 44X
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dtel WA 118 e didez 20159 49 1149%H 84 7474A AFUES
AASAT. & d7E v2H 22 A= AP HAG,

AR, A7 FAARY FAHYD ARAYEL OdS5H 2o A7 FARE A
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AFAAL Al 7Y FAFAY. ATAE A7 FelRelA MLz A
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d¢ Adude] Bayol 3 ATAINE FTEAZ BEHYG B
ATE AT AUAG] GRE AF FolAst MUY & YRS 497 8
474 F 289 AQWELS 49T F Jvks 4L Aol FAFAS. @
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A, BEe A4 1 %271% A 2ok AW AN o] o 2
F Qe Adel gulstel @FeESSY FAYE WA HATh AA,
FolREe AAEe] S Be AxHY S gRo] deid Fere
9 Stk Webd A7 Folad UF Fut =2HA FES Ws
Ag AT FAAANA & B

2) ¥ A7

2 a47E Ag, A, 39 24 fA994 29S 23 Qe w4
1192 9oz 20159 49 11U%H 20154 89 7974 o] Folgth. &
A7 BAL o7 Aste] W A ATPW F Sy A3uRS
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1xAE 22
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QNGO £ QAR
A WA} 2015. 05. 16 01:01 2015. 08. 03 00:33
B A} 2015. 05. 13 01:05 2015. 08. 03 00:35
C WA} 2015. 04. 25 01:04 2015. 07. 24 01:06
D A 2015. 07. 03 01:05 2015. 08. 07 01:06
E nA} 2015. 05. 14 00:56 2015. 07. 23 00:44
F aA} 2015. 06. 24 01:16 2015. 08. 06 00:42
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AT2+e] A ZH(observer’'s comment) S EF=Ed 7| =30

_23_
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ABSTRACT

Early Childhood Teachers' Experiences and Difficulties

on Early Childhood Character Education

Eo-Jin, Kim
Department of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

The purposes of this study were to find out how preschool teachers
implement early childhood character education as well as their difficulties
and needs during this process. By gathering and analyzing such data,
the final purpose lies in providing a guideline for character education in

the classroom.

For those purposes, this study set the following research questions:

1. How are preschool teachers implementing early childhood
character education in the classroom?
2. What are the difficulties that a preschool teacher encounters

when implementing early childhood character education?
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The study conducted an in-depth interview in order to find out
preschool teachers’ experiences and difficulties regarding early childhood
character education. Across 4 months from April 11" 2015 to August 7
2015, 11 preschool teachers were interviewed 2 times each resulting in a
total of 22 in—depth interviews.

In the process of gathering data, the experimenter voice recorded and
took notes of the interviews. After the interview, the experimenter
transcribed all the voice recordings onto an electronic word file. To
analyze the data, the experimenter used a method termed °‘coding’. In
addition to the interviews, the experimenter collected and analyzed many
documents from the preschool including the ‘Yearly Character Education

Plan’ and ‘Weekly Character Education Plan’.

Major findings of this research arranged according to the research

questions are as follows:

First of all, 6 early childhood character factors were taught as part of
11 life theme activities in the ‘Nuri’ educational curriculum. Preschool
teachers did not have a separate time slot for character education alone,
but tried to add elements of character development to all activities. Also
character education in the ‘Nuri’ curriculum was taught in large groups
of students due to time constraints. Educational methods include
storytelling, games, poems, songs, plays, or other physical activities.

There were also preschools that performed early childhood character
education as an independent special activity. In this case, preschools used

commercial textbooks which alleviated the workload put on teachers.
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While teachers pointed out that this extra time could be used to focus
on other valuable activities during the day, they were also concerned
that such standardized textbooks may not be suitable for young children
who show drastically different learning curves. Other preschools also
performed wunique character education programs such as etiquette
character education, poem character education, fairy-tale character
education, etc. that were specialized to each preschool.

In addition, preschool teachers cooperated with parents to perform early
childhood character education. ‘Weekly Character Education Plan’ which
included weekly activity plans and weekly notices, as well as telephone

counseling was commonly used for communication.

Secondly, preschool teachers were experiencing many difficulties in the
process of implementing character education. Preschool teachers did not
have a clear understanding of childhood character development and also
received negative feedback from students when performing character
education. Also they felt difficulties in preparing and implementing class
proposals.

Preschool teachers felt pressured in preparing for character education
classes on top of the original workload they already perform. In addition,
when teaching early childhood education concepts to students, preschool
teachers felt dumb founded when students only gave mechanical answers
without any clear understanding of the concepts.

Finally, the difficulties in working together with the student’s families

are as follows. Preschool teachers found it difficult to work with parents
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as they do not readily cooperate by filling out activity plan sheets
distributed to each household. As a result, teachers cannot provide any
useful feedback to the families.

This study realized the shortage and need for an in-depth study
regarding preschool teachers’ understanding of early childhood character
education and practical limitations that they face every day. The results
displayed in this research provide a guideline towards further developing

early childhood character education.
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