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ABSTRACT

Age and Gender Differences in Children’s Understanding

of the Internet Safety

Ra, Mi Hye

Major in Early Childhood Education
Dept of Education

The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women'’s University

This research examines what are the differences in the child’s internet
safety awareness by age and gender. This essay is aimed at suggesting
basic data to have effective internet safety education considering the
characteristics of its target in the situation of increased internet users from
early childhood due to expansion of information infrastructure. According to

such research aims, this essay set the research following questions.

1: What are the differences in the internet safety awareness by age of
children?

1-1. Is there any differences in the ‘responsibility’ field of internet safety
awareness by age of children?

1-2. Is there any differences in the ‘netiquette’ field of internet safety
awareness by age of children?

1-3. Is there any differences in the over-immersion of internet safety

awareness by age of children?
2. What are the differences in the internet safety awareness by gender of

children?

2-1. Is there any differences in the ‘responsibility’ field of internet safety
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awareness by gender of children?
2-2. Is there any differences in the ‘netiquette’ field of internet safety
awareness by gender of children?
2-3. Is there any differences in the over-immersion of internet safety

awareness by gender of children?

This research targets for 230 children of 5 classes for 4-year old and 5
classes for b5-year old from 4 public kindergartens in Seoul. The tool to
examine internet safety awareness is individual interview using the picture
tool about internet safety of Kim Seungok (2008) by researcher and home
room teachers of each class. The preliminary research was conducted for
three 4-year—old children and four 5-year—old children from 10th of June
2010 to 12th of June 2010 in order to investigate the research methods,
timeliness, and problems in interview, and the research was conducted
from 23rd of June to 7th of July 2010 after supplementing the issues in

preliminary research.

The result of this research is summarized as follow.

There is significant difference statistically in the children’s internet safety
by age and gender.

Firstly, as the result of that it is examined how different is the internet
safety awareness of children by age in its sub-field, there are significant
difference in following questions.

The five-year old children have higher internet safety awareness than
four-year old children in the responsibility field such sharing internet ID
and password with other people, the need of parent (guardian) permission
when they join in the internet sites, and belief in the story on internet.
Also, five-year old children have higher internet safety awareness than
four-year old children in the netiquette field such as acting to other people
as they like because they cannot see each other on internet, using
unpleasant words on interne, and telling the story which is not true on

internet.
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There is no significant difference between 4-year old and 5-year old
children in over-immersion, but difference in the analysis of questions.
Namely, 5-year old children have higher internet safety awareness in the
delaying what they ought to do because of internet, and 4-year old
children have higher internet awareness than 5-year old children in the
question that asks about doing internet without living with friends or
family if it is fun.

Secondly, as the result of that it is examined how different is the internet
safety awareness of children by gender in its sub-field, there are
significant difference in following questions.

Girls have higher internet safety awareness than boys in significant level
in the responsibility field such as informing their name, age, telephone
number, and address when they are asked on the internet and installation
of new certain program when it is alarmed on the internet.

Girls have significantly higher internet safety awareness than boys only in
the question asking about using unpleasant words on internet in the
netiquette field.

In the over-immersion, there is no significant difference by gender;
however, there is difference in the some sub—questions. Girls have higher
internet safety awareness than boys in the questions asking about stopping
internet in the fixed time if they want more, and about doing internet

without living with friends and family if it is fun.
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