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Abstract

A Study on Teaching Material Development to Improve Young

Children's Rhythm

KIM Kyung—-Min

Major in Music Education
Department of Education
Graduate school of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The purposes of this study were to develop effective teaching
materials to stimulate young children's interest in rhythm and to
improve their rhythm, as well as to suggest desirable directions In
rhythm education of Korea based on the recognition of the importance
of rhythm education in early childhood.

The contents of the development materials and the results of

experiment researches were as follows:

First, the contents of the teaching materials were composed of five
areas of body expressions, rhythmic words, playing instruments,

repetition and games by identifying the rhythm teaching methods
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considered important by the modern music educators. Each area
consisted of three steps to promote gradual rhythm learning. The
materials were designed in a way that young children could have

activities proper for their level.

The first area covered the rhythm learning through body expressions
and consisted of the activities of simple gestures such as clapping and
tapping the knees or those activities involving the entire body such as
walking, running and dancing according to the rhythmic patterns in the
teaching materials.

The second area of rhythmic words included the repetitive practice
of rhythmic words that were based on the rhythmic patterns covered
in the body expression area. The children's verses were also included
to help young children develop interest and learn about more in—-depth
rhythmic patterns.

The third area of playing instruments was designed to apply and
repeat the rhythmic patterns used in the body expression and rhythmic
words. The instruments that young children were usually interested in
and concerned about were employed to design activities of rhythm
ensembles for the children's verse chants and songs from the second
area and to create more effective and in—depth rhythm learning.

The fourth area of rhythm learning through repeating involved the
repeating rhythm patterns being used in ostinato, canon and rondo to
take into account the developmental stages of young children and to

apply them to the material development to fit their level of intellectual
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growth. The activities were designed to be integrated more. The media
used in the previous areas of body expression, rhythmic words and
playing instruments were put to freer uses to provide young children
with a variety of activities to fit their personality.

The final area of rhythm learning through games presented the same
game for each chapter of the material with changes to the rhythmic
patterns. The focus was placed on distinguishing the rhythmic patterns

changing through a familiar game and on their expressing the rhythms.

Second, the concept of 'repetition' was applied differently from the
adult cases according to the experiment research. The children showed
active reactions to the simple rhythmic patterns repeated over and
over again. The body expressions were natural activities to the young
children. The Kodaly's phonetic and syllabic rhythmic words turned out
to be effective means of learning rhythm.

The methods to use instruments demonstrated that young children
showed interest and active reactions to instruments but were poor at
the activities compared to when they were engaged in the body
expression and rhythmic words activities. But it's obvious that
expressing rhythm with an instrument through repeating practice or
simple group activities was effective in rhythm learning.

When applied to the level of young children, ostinato, canon, and
rondo were effective ways to learn about rhythm. Since the games
area was based on the many different activities from the previous

areas, the different areas will be connected in a more fun and
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effective manner when the activities of each step are carried out right.

The rhythm learning for each stage suggested in the study will result
in different effects according to the ways it's applied to young
children. The rhythm teaching will be efficient when the contents of
the teaching materials are applied according to young children's

developmental stage and intellectual level.
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