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ABSTRACT

A Study of Infants’ Green Living Practice

- Focusing on infant educational institutions and families -

Oh, sin-ae
Dept. of Early Childhood Education

The graduate school of Sungshin Women's University

This work was intended to look into how much infants practice green living in
their infant educational institutions and families. According to Green Growth
Educational System in 2012, infant educational institutions have been performing
green living education. The purpose of this work is to investigate that infants
practice green living in infant educational institutions and families through the
education, and to provide a fundamental material necessary to develop and apply

a green living program for infants.

To achieve the purpose, this work set up the following study issues:

1. How much do infants practice green living in infant educational institutions? Is

their practice different depending on infant related variables?

_55_



2. How much do infants practice green living in families? Is their practice

different depending on infant related variables?

3. Is infants' green living practice different in infant educational institutions and

families?

The study subjects of this work are 333 infants aged between 3 and 5 who go
to ten infant educational institutions located in Seoul. In infant educational
institutions, relevant teachers answered a questionnaire about green living practice,
and in families, infants' parents answered it, by observing their infants' behaviors.
Among collected questionnaire copies, a total of 333 copies except for copies with
no answers and improper answers were used for this work.

The questionnaire of this work was designed after the questionnaire used by

Su-jeong Myeong (2010), who monitored the people's green living practice
conditions and developed green living index, was changed and supplemented. With
the collected data, SPSS 16.0 program was used to conduct Scheffe test, Dunnett

T3 test, One-way ANOVA, and t-test.

The study results are summarized as follows:

First, it was found that, in infant educational institutions, most infants highly

practiced green living. With regard to green living practice, green energy saving was

found the highest, followed by a reduction in green pollution materials and green

resource saving in order. With regard to its sub factors, water saving was found the
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highest, followed by a reduction in pollution materials, electricity saving, a reduction
in carbon emission, recycling and resource saving in order.

This work analyzed the differences in green living practice depending on infant
related variables in infant educational institutions. The analysis result revealed that
there were statistically significant differences depending on facility types, age, and
sex. In terms of facility types, infants in national and public child-care centers most
practiced green living in all areas but pollution material reduction area, followed by
in corporation child-care centers, in national and public kindergartens, and in private
kindergartens in order. In terms of age, the older infants were, the more they
practiced green living in all areas except for carbon emission area. In terms of sex,
female infants more practiced green living in all areas except for carbon emission

area than male infants.

Secondly, it was found that infants practiced green living to some degree in families.
With regard to green living practice, green energy saving was found the highest,
followed by a reduction in green pollution materials and green resource saving in
order. With regard to its sub factors, water saving was found the highest, followed
by electricity saving, a reduction in pollution materials, a reduction in carbon
emission, resources saving, and recycling in order.

This work analyzed the differences in green living practice depending on infant
related variables in families. The analysis result revealed that there were
statistically significant differences depending on facility types, age, and sex. In
terms of facility types, infants in national and public child-care centers and

kindergartens more practiced green living in all areas but pollution material
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reduction area than infants in private kindergartens and corporation child-care
centers. In terms of age, just as shown in infant educational institutions, infants
aged 4 and 5 years more practiced green living in families than those aged 3. In

terms of sex, female infants more practiced green living than male infants.

Thirdly, it was found that green living practice in infant educational institutions was
higher than that in families. In terms of all areas, green living practice in infant
educational institutions was significantly higher than that in families. The area
showing the biggest difference was water saving, followed by resource saving,
recycling, a reduction in pollution material, and electricity saving in order. In terms
of consistency of practice behavior, only water saving showed significantly positive

correlation.
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