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ABSTRACT

The experiences and demands about the
early—childhood gender equality education of teachers

in early childhood education

Min-]Ji, Jo
Department of Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

The purpose of this study is to investigate the ways in which early
childhood teachers are implementing early—childhood gender equality
education and to analyze what kind of difficulties the teachers have now
and their current demands for more effective gender equality education
system. This study aims to lead the teachers to understand better about
the gender equality education and to provide suggestions for the direction
for teachers to carry out gender equality education more effectively in

early childhood education institutions.

This study selected several subjects as follows.

1. How 1is the current gender equality education in early childhood
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education institutions going on?

2. What kind of difficulties do the teachers experience in the process
of gender equality education?

3. What do the teachers demand for more effective gender equality

education?

This study conducted interviews with 10 infant teachers from June 2 2018
to September 5 2018, with intent to understand their experiences and

demands about the gender equality education.

There was 24 times of interview with 2-3 times per each teacher. We
recorded and transcribed all the conversations after asking for their
agreement. Also we classified and categorized the contents by several
themes and yielded final results by reading the interview transcriptions and

field notes repeatedly.

We classified the final results of this study by each 3 subject as follows.

First, the current examples of early childhood gender equality education in
early childhood education institutions can be summarized as follows. The
teachers who deliver education according to their plan, tend to implement
the gender equality education related to curriculum by using some gaps of
the curriculum. They used very concrete method for gender equality
education. For example, it was an activity leading children to find out and

try revising some materials which connote some stereotypes of gender
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roles in fairy tales or children’s songs which are accessible for children.
Also they used some other references about gender equality education.

Teachers who are currently realizing gender equality education, likened
themselves as a ‘mirror of the children, considering that the children
usually copy the teachers’ behaviors and even their small words and
speech. So the teachers seem to do gender equality education by showing
their gender neutral behaviors first so that the children can follow the
teachers and finally grow up not to show some stereotypes of gender roles
and have gender equality perspectives. Also the teachers said they
intervene in the situations where children can experience some gender
inequality routinely, by prohibiting those children from doing some unmoral
behaviors that show stereotypes, or giving some planned directions of play
-which would not lead gender inequality situations— to the children.
However, this method seems to infringe the children’s liberty of choice.
Meanwhile, the teachers tried hard to correct their children’s concept of
gender, emphasizing not the unquestioned ‘sameness’ of gender, but the
importance of ‘admitting each gender’s roles’ and differences between them.
Next, we found some difficulties the teachers are in trouble with, as
follows. One of the problems was that only a small number of teachers
are actually doing gender equality education. Also the contents of gender
equality education were weak because there are not enough instructional
materials or some useful tools for gender equality education and currently
existing materials are too obsolete. In addition to, some teachers said they
also have some stereotypes about gender, which cause serious difficulties

of gender equality education. The teachers said that they also have
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difficulties with the children’s parents, who negatively respond about the
teachers’ education method and have too conservative concept of gender
roles, never recognizing the children’s those stereotypes can be dangerous
for their children. Also they said nowadays’ mass media or social
environment, 1s implicitly justifying some gender inequality and makes
those stereotypes seem just natural like a social engagement, and due to
these features of media, they are getting trouble with the direction of
gender equality education.

Lastly, There are some demands the teachers expressed for better gender
equality education, as follows. First, they suggested the teachers who do a
gender equality education should correct their wrong conceptions of gender
and should do self-reflection seriously and be careful about gender equality
not only in the Kkindergarten, but also in their daily life. Also they said
those teachers have to care more about self-improvement by gathering
information actively and studying for better gender equality education.

The teachers also demanded the establishment of training teachers and
parents. The teachers admitted the necessity of training themselves
because they often get trouble with doing gender equality education due to
their inherent gender stereotype and deficient knowledge about the methods
of education. The teachers emphasized the importance of training teachers,
saying that training teachers is the best shortcut for better gender equality
education. Also they depicted educating parents as an another shortcut for
gender equality education and demanded development of more effective and
practical programs about educating parents. In last place, the teachers

demanded the development and propagation of the programs related to the
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gender equality education. They seemed to want more practical and
Interesting programs that can support early—childhood gender equality
education more effectively in the education field. Also they hoped
invigoration of the programs - outside the kindergarten. They suggested
more various type of programs outside the kindergarten, like a play which
covered the gender equality, job research activity that does not include
some stereotypes or opening exhibitions about gender equality. The
teachers maintained these kinds of programs can improve more
effectiveness of gender equality education, than when they realized gender
equality education only inside the Xkindergarten. So they expected the
number of these kinds of outdoor programs to increase more than now.

This study has a great significance in that we looked into actual
early—childhood education field seriously and suggested more effective
remedies for better gender equality education by listening carefully to the
current teachers’ demands based on lots of experiences of the

early—childhood gender equality education.
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