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ABSTRACT

A Study on a Method of Ear-Training for Young Children

Kim, Ji Young

Department of Music Education
Graduate School of Education
Sungshin Women's University

From birth, human beings hear a sound and make an expression in a
sound. Music is also heard through a sound for the first time; therefore, it is
possible to say that ear-training is the essential ground of music instruction.

The development of listening ability for ear-training almost reaches its
peak in the end of infancy, and an auditory organ develops at the earliest
stage and closes first when compared to other organs. For this reason, putting
importance on ear-training for young children, this study aimed at preparing
and testing a method of ear-training to increase young children's musical
potential and at presenting an educational method to improve effective
sound-listening ability in consideration of their traits.

The contents of THibis; , TAlfred; , and T"Bastin; were analyzed by
stress,  pitch, musical Dbasic  theory, rhythm, differentiation  of

sound-progressing, musical time pattern, melody, harmony, speed, step, and
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tone to draw out questionnaires for pre-test and post-test and to design a
teaching plan which could enable young children to accept ear-training.

On this basis, a pre-test for listening was carried out with 32 five- and
six-year-old children, and then a post test after 15 classes provided by means
of the teaching plan, both of which were analyzed statistically through
Two-way ANOVA and SPSS WINDOWS 10.0. This analysis produced the
following conclusions on the method of ear-training.

First, the young children showed an average of 30.73 in the pre-test but
36.91 in the post-test after the 15 classes, which demonstrated a 6.18 increase
in the listening ability (t=-5.278, p<.001).

Second, after comparing boys and girls in learning effect, there was a
significantly increase (t=-4.817, p<.01) among boys from the pre-test (M=29.00)
to the post-test (M=37.47), and girls also showed a significantly increase
(t=-2.843, p<.05) from the pre-test (M=32.74) to the post test (M=36.34). This
demonstrated that both boys and girls showed an improvement in their
sound-listening ability.

Third, as for differences between upper and lower groups which divided
the width of improvement from the prior to post test, the upper group
showed little change from 35.00 to 37.95 while the lower group showed a
great improvement in a listening ability from 24.50 to 35.38 (F=8.866, p<.01).

From the findings, it could be concluded that both an instruction using

auditory and visual sensations to listen to ordinary sounds and those of
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instruments while looking at a picture, and body expression of sounds are
useful methods for young children to accept ear-training effectively.

It is also expected that long-term ear-training will be more effective in
future researches since listening ability can’t be improved through short-term
training.

Learning to express and examine a sound through a proper method of
ear-training will be an important means for young children to make an

expression, and help them discover another musical world in accessing music.
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