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AR 9 3 1.2 4 5.9
57} 3 4.2 3 4.4
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Abstract

A Study on the Parents’ Awareness and Practices of Sex
Education of Young Children

—Centering on Wonjoo Area—

This thesis was carried out to provide basic material on the
development of a sex education program according to the growing stages
of young children by grasping the awareness of parents, the practices of
sex education in homes. The awareness and practices of the parents’
sex education were examined by using questionnaire. The research
questions are the following:

1. Are there regional differences in the parents’ awareness of the sex
education?

2. Are there regional differences in the practices of sex education?

To reach the goal, the subjects of the study were 140 parents who
have children aged 3, 4, and 5 in 7 day care centers located in Wonjoo
city area. The research was carried out through the questionnaire, which
were analyzed statistically.

The results are as follows:

First, on the question asking the recognition of the necessity of sex
education most of the respondents answered positively, which shows that
most people consider sex education necessary. About the reason for the

necessity of sex education, to direct the young childrens’ curiosity in the
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right way was the most popular answer.

About the desirable period of performing sex education, relatively many
parents, more than half of the respondents answered that from age 5 to
6 1s the appropriate period of performing sex education. On the question
that inquired about the performer of sex education, most respondents
answered that parents and teachers should be jointly responsible,

On the question that asked the necessity of parents’ education, most
respondents replied that it is absolutely necessary. In the question that
asked whether one would participate in parents’ education, more than
half the respondents answered that they would do so if the
circumstances allowed them, manifesting a rather uncertain attitude. The
greatest problem of attending parents’ education were the absence of a
suitable place to get the education, and the greatest request was to give
support on sex education program for parents.

Second, 1 the question asking actual performance of sex education,
most parents answered that they execute it when the child shows sexual
interest. The sex education material possessed at home were mainly
books for voung children and about the contents of current sex
education, rural arca respondents replied that the education of cleanness
and physical protection were the most frequently taught subject, whereas
the urban area respondents replied that they taught mostly the difference
in the physical structure of men and women.

Over half of the respondents claimed that they have a certain amount

of knowledge about sex education, and the main medium the respondents
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of urban area get such information from were TV and radio, and in the
case of the respondents of rural areas, parents mainly relied on their
own knowledge.

The sex education was carried out mainly through the method of
conversation, and on the question that asked the difficulties of answering
the children’s inquiries related to sex, the respondents mostly said that
the most difficult 1s explaining sex related vocabulary.

In the process of sex education on vyoung children, most of the
respondents answered that they talk it over with their spouses and the
couple get involved in it together, and also most respondents answered
that they talk about this subject naturally in conversations with the
parents of their children’s peers. The greatest difficulty parents face
when they participate 1n the parents’ education program 1n the
kindergartens was that the contents can be understood but very hard to
explain 1t to young children and the lack of advertisement about parents’
education program and being too busy to find time came second and

third.
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