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ABSTRACT

A Study on Parents’ Knowledge and Practice about

Children’s Safety, and Needs for Parents Education

Kim, In-Ju
Department of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of the current study is to analyze parents’ knowledge and
practice about children’s safety and parents’ needs for safety education.
The study aims to provide basic data for developing an effective parents
education program that can help parents’ role, the most important human
environment for children’s safety.

The following are research questions established in the study according
to the above purpose.

1. How is safety knowledge of parents with young children?

1-1. How is safety knowledge of parents?

1-2. Are there any differences in safety knowledge according to
background variables such as age, education, type of educational
institute and experience of safety education?

2. How is safety practice of parents with young children?

2-1. How i1s safety practice of parents?

2-2. Are there any differences in safety practice according to

_81_



background variables such as age, education, type of educational
institute, and experience of safety education?

3. What are parents’ needs for parents education for children’s safety?

The subjects of the study were 267 parents with 3~5-year-old
children attending kindergartens and child-care centers. A research tool
was organized referring questions about parents’ safety knowledge of
Gang Seong-hee(2004), "Home Safety Environment Assessment Chart”
suggested by Ministry of Health and Welfare(1998), and questions about
parents education from a survey for parents regarding children’s safety
education made by Yu Mi-suk(2003). For data analysis, SPSS 12.0 was
used to get frequency, percentage by question, mean and standard
deviation. Also t-test and F-test were used in order to analyze
differences in safety knowledge and safety practice among groups by
parents’ background variables.

First of all, parents’ safety knowledge presented relatively high score
as 26.06 points out of 38 points. In safety knowledge by subordinate
category, the parents showed the highest score in traffic safety as
90.2%. In parents’ self-evaluation about safety knowledge, 73.4% of all
the respondents thought that their safety knowledge is over average
level while 26.69 thought that their safety knowledge is below average
level. Also in comparing mean of safety knowledge by group according
to parents’ self-evaluation result, there was no significant difference in
mean of safety knowledge. On the contrary, those who answered 'know
very well’ illustrated the lowest mean point in safety knowledge.

It was found that safety knowledge by parents’ background variables

varied according to age of parents, education of mothers, educational
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institute children are attending and experience of safety education.

Secondly, parents’ safety practice was 16.7 points out of 25 points
while a big difference was noticed between the highest point and the
lowest point. Safety practice related questions with relatively high score
are safety condition of the mirror attached on a washstand, window
management, etc. On the other hand, the respondents got relatively low
score in emergency phone numbers kept, installation of locking device,
etc. There was a meaningful difference in safety practice by parents’
background variables such as age of mothers, type of educational
institute and experience of safety education. However, age of fathers and
parents’ educational background made no meaningful difference.

Thirdly, needs for parents education for children’s safety are as follows.
Parents answered that it is most desirable that safety related organizations
conduct parents education and the instructor who took safety education is
most appropriate. Parents education methods preferred were in the order of
seminar and lecture, information letter to parents and homepage of
kindergartens. They also answered that they want to be educated
concerning safety in dangerous situations, first-aid at home and traffic

safety as education contents.
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