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ABSTRACT

Exploration of Children’ s Experiences on the
School Bus of Early Childhood Education

Institutions.

Lee, So—Yeoub
Department of Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this study is to examine the spatial meaning of the
school bus through exploring the experiences of children in the school
bus of the early childhood education institution by taking the school

bus space as a natural space for children and their life experiences.

To achieve the purpose of this study, the following research

problems were set.

1. What kind of experiences do children have in the school bus?

The subjects were children at the age between 3 and 5 who use a
school bus of A daycare center in D city. To collect materials for the

study, a total of 72 participation observations on the interactions of
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children on the school bus were administered. Formal interviews and
informal interviews were administered with teachers and children.
Thirty—one (31) interviews were made with teachers and 96
interviews with children. Documents referred to include school bus
table, school bus traveling log, children’ s development checklist,
children’ s individual records and observation records. Participation
observations and interviews were recorded and transcribed. The

transcribed contents were repeatedly read, classified and categorized.

The results of the study can be summarized as follows.

First, children experienced meeting and separation at the school bus.
Children experienced parting with their family when they got on the
bus. They used the bus as a space of emotional stability to relieve
negative emotions. Children met with friends or classmates who got
on and off the bus. They promised to sit on the bus together or to
reserve a seat for their friends. The children experienced the
excitement to meet their family members on the bus and used the
bus as a space for planning and making a promise for another
meeting. Plans and promises of children on the bus often led to the
execution after getting off the bus.

Second, children made cooperative relationship with peers in the
school bus. In the school bus children made a relationship to
exchange information, knowledge and emotions. Younger ones asked a

situation or a word that they could not understand to older ones and
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older ones gave good answers. Some children made secret actions
such as exchanging things or snacks at the back of the bus or at the

seats where teacher’ s sight could not reach.

Third, the school bus was a space where children found their new
selves. Children showed different aspects in the school bus. Some
children who followed regulations in the classroom did not listen to
the teacher on the bus, while some children who were naughty in the
classroom showed considerations for younger children and helped
them. Additionally, children transformed classroom activities into new

activities by reproducing, expanding and repeating them.

It was found that the school bus of an early childhood education
institution was not only means of transportation but also a space of
displacement, expression and relationship reestablishment from the
perspective of children. It suggests that school bus is a wvaluable
space where children have various experiences. Therefore, it 1is
necessary for teachers to consider the school bus as another space of
kindergarten, to pay attention to children on the bus, and to make the

school bus space a meaningful space.
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