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ABSTRACT

The Relation between Early Childhood Teachers’ Creative
Personality, Role Performance to Enhance Children’s

Creativity and Teaching Efficacy for Play

Cho, Eun Myoung

Dept. of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School of Education
Sungshin Women’'s University

(Supervised by Professor Lee, Moon Oak)

The purpose of this study was to examine the relation between early
childhood teachers’ creative personality, their role performance and play
teaching efficacy. Eventually it was to help teachers in kindergarten and
day-care center to provide children with high quality play and

educational activities.

Accordingly the following research tasks were devised to achieve

such goal.

1. Is there a difference in creative personality, role performance and
teaching efficacy for play depending on the general characteristics of the
early childhood teachers such as their work experience, workplace and

education background?
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2. How the creative personality, role performance and teaching
efficacy for play of the early childhood teachers relate with one another?

3. How the teachers’ -creative personality and role performance
affect play teaching efficacy?

4. What are the actual interactions between the children and
teachers with high creative personality, role performance and those with

low creative personality, role performance?

The subjects of this study were 171 teachers in charge of the full
age 3, 4 and 5 in kindergarten and child care centers in Seoul, Gyeonggi
and Incheon. From the initial questionnaire survey conducted with 238
teachers for 5 weeks between February 22 and March 28, 2010, total 197
questionnaires were retrieved and eventually 171 sincerely answered
questionnaires were used in this study for analysis.

Test instruments used in this study were a creative personality scale
for early childhood teachers designed by Park, Byeong Gi and Yoo,
Gyeong Soon (20000 and a teacher’'s role performance scale for
enhancing children’s creativity designed by Moon, Mi Oak (1999) based
on the creativity components by Guilford. A scale developed by Shin,
Eun Soo, Yoo, Young Eui and Park, Hyeon Gyeong (2004) was used to
examine play teaching efficacy. The general characteristics of teachers
such as work experience, workplace, and education background were
included in the questionnaire, amounting the number of questions to 90
items.

The collected data were processed by SPSSWIN 150 program to

conduct reliability test, frequency analysis, t-test, one-way ANOVA,
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correlation analysis, and regression analysis. Five teachers from each
group of the upper 30% and the lower 30% in role performance scores
were selected to observe their actual interaction with children,
respectively those with high and low role performance scores. The
author of this study personally observed each teacher for 18 to 27 hours
for 7 weeks between March 31 and May 14, 2010 to examine teachers’
characteristics during the activities and play with the children.

The result of the examination was as follows.

First, no significant difference was found in teachers’ -creative
personality and role performance depending on their work experience,
workplace and education background. Within the creative personality, a
perseverance factor was found high in the teachers with high educational
background above graduate school. Within the role performance, an
ongoing commitment factor was found high in the teachers having more
than 5 years of work experience and working in Kkindergarten. An
elaborateness factor was found high in the teachers with educational
background above 4 vyear university. Teaching efficacy for play was
higher in proportion with the longer work experience, whereas it had no
significant  difference regarding the workplace and educational
background.

Second, a positive correlation was found between teaching efficacy for
play and teachers’ creative personality and role performance to enhance
children’ creativity. The teachers’ creative personality and role
performance to enhance children’s creativity positively influenced

teaching efficacy for play.
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Third, different characteristics were found in play activity with
children between the teachers with high score creative personality and
role performance to enhance children’s creativity and those with low
score. The teachers with high score used various facial expressions and
gestures, showed favorable attitude towards children, and waited
patiently for their reaction. Moreover, they made specific and constant
compliments and encouragement, and used responsive language.
Furthermore they participated in a play by becoming a playmate with a
child. On the other hand the teachers with low score emphasized abiding
by the rules on children, exercised authority of a teacher, used restrictive
language, and showed passive attitude towards the needs of the children.
Moreover they remained as an observer in the activity and play

situation, hence unable to lead an effective play activity for children.
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