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ABSTRACT

An Ethnographic inquiry on Early Childhood Teachers’

Practical Knowledge in Art education

Yu Young Ok
Dept. of Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this study is to understand the practical knowledge of
the early childhood teachers, based on the actual art teaching situation.
The ethnographic research method is used in this study so as to show
what the practical knowledge is, and how it is used in the classroom. To

achieve this purpose, research questions are as follows:

1. What 1s the practical knowledge of early childhood teachers in the
art class?
2. How does the practical knowledge of early childhood teachers reflect

on the art class?

In this study, I have applied ethnographic methods to understand and



grasp the meaning of the early childhood teachers’ practical knowledge in
the art class in terms of their own view. Participant open—-ended
observation of three classes for age 5 and follow-up interviews of their
class teachers were conducted in two elementary school annexed
kindergartens located at K city of Kangwon Province from September 2007
to January 2008. I made an classroom observation diary for those art
classes, and recorded -classroom activities to transcript them. Also 1
recorded interviews with three class teachers to transcript them, and
collected pictures and documents about art classes. I categorized all these

materials according to the research questions.

Based on those research processes, I explored the meaning of practical
knowledge of the early childhood teachers in art classes, the major findings

of this study are as follows.

First, the practical knowledge of the early childhood teachers in art
classes consist of their own belief and principles for practice. Their own
belief based on philosophy of child-centered education. According to this
philosophy, they had belief in importance of child’s interests, integrated
education, teacher’s question in art classes. Based on this belief, teachers

had some principles for practice, as presented here.



The belief on which child’s interests are important in early childhood
art education appeared in two principles for practice, "Art classes begin
with motivation.” and "Teachers give enough time and opportunity to
explore art materials for children in order to involve them actively.”. Also
the belief on which early childhood art education must be integrated with
other areas of activities appeared in two principles for practice, "Contents
of early childhood art education are made up according to teacher’s
interests.” and "Teaching methods in integrated education depend on
teacher’s interest.”. Finally, the belief on which teacher’s questions for
children are important in early childhood art education appeared in two
principles for practice, "Using questions for children, teachers help them to
express their own feeling and thinking creatively.” and "Using open—ended
questions, teachers give children joyful experiences of expressing
themselves.”. Those teachers’ own belief and principles for practice in early

childhood art education have effects on real situation of art classes.

Second, Practical knowledge of the early childhood teachers in art
classes appeared in concrete teaching behaviors based on their belief and
principles for practice. Participating teachers’ practical knowledge in art
classes consist of knowledge for art expression teaching and art

appreciation teaching.



In process of planning art activities, teachers’ practical knowledge on
which reflecting art expression teaching carried out two teaching behaviors,
"Preparation of art materials in consideration of interests” and "Motivation
with many various ways”. Teachers had much time to prepare art
materials for considering child’s interests. Also when the art class was
starting, teachers were used to various ways of motivating children such
as talking to each others, exploring art materials, modeling and introducing
expressive techniques, showing an example, utilizing teaching media and
materials. The fact that teachers were used to various ways for motivating
children would reflect belief on which child’s interests are important in
early childhood art education and principles for practice on which art

classes begin with motivation.

Also in process of teaching art expression, it was appeared of teaching
behaviors such as "Encouragement of creative self-expression”, "Helping
expression by teacher’s questions”, and "Helping expression activities”. In
teaching art expression, early childhood teachers were used to help
exploration activities or instruct expressive techniques for encouraging
children’s creative self-expression. The fact that teachers were used to
various ways for encouraging children’s creative self-expression would
reflect principle for practice on which teachers give enough time and

opportunity to explore art materials for children in order to involve them



actively. Also in helping expression by teacher’s questions, early childhood
teachers were used to encourage child’'s own expression or induce
extended thinking in art classes. And teachers carried out many ways for
helping expression activities such as understanding on the properties of art
materials, supporting for solving work conflicts, reminding of works, and

SO O1n.

Finished with "evaluation of art objects” in art classes, teachers carried
out teaching behaviors such as helping children to understand their own
art objects and encouraging them to understand others art objects. Early
childhood teachers provided children with opportunity of self-evaluation for
helping them to understand own art objects and experience of mutual

evaluation for encouraging them to understand others art objects.

In process of planning art appreciation activities, teachers’ practical
knowledge on which reflecting art appreciation teaching carried out two
teaching behaviors, "Consideration of child’s developmental levels and
interests” and "Inducement of child's active participation with stimulating
curiosity”. In step of planning art appreciation teaching, teachers were used
to plan class activities based on things that children can express own
feelings, participate with joy, and access with familiarity and easiness so

as to consider child’s developmental levels and interests. Also during art



appreciation teaching, teachers carried out various ways of inducing
children’s participation with stimulating curiosity such as motivating by
pictures, games, stories, and self-made art objects. These would reflect
teachers’ belief on which child’'s interests are important in early childhood

art education.

Also in process of teaching art appreciation, teachers carried out
teaching behaviors such as "art appreciation with masterpieces” and "art
appreciation with child’s art objects”. When early childhood teachers taught
art appreciation for their children, they were used to instruction methods
such as appreciation with formative arts, daily life, integration of other
areas, and story-—telling. These instruction methods would reflect teachers’
belief on which early childhood art education must be integrated with other
areas of activities and principles for practice on which contents of early

childhood art education are made up according to teacher’s interests.

In art appreciation class with child’s art objects, teachers conducted
class teaching with talking to each child or group of children about child’'s
art objects for understanding their contents together, and the class was
conducted by teacher’s positive question to encourage them rather than

teacher’s question to evaluate their own art objects.
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