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ABSTRACT

The Mediation Effect of Teaching Efficacy on Play in the
Relationship between Teaching Creativity and Teaching Competence

of ECE Teachers

Kwon, Da Eun
Major in Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this study was to analyze the relationship between
teaching creativity, play teaching efficacy and teaching competence, and
the mediating effect of play teaching efficacy on the relationship between
teaching creativity and teaching competence. The research questions of
this study are as follows:

1. What is the general tendency of ECE teachers’ teaching creativity,

play teaching efficacy, and teaching competence?

2. What is the relationship between teaching creativity, play teaching

efficacy, and teaching competence of ECE teachers?

3. What is the effect of ECE teachers’ teaching creativity and play

teaching efficacy on their teaching competence?
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4. Is there a mediation effect of play teaching efficacy in the
relationship between teaching creativity and teaching competence of

ECE teachers?

This study conducted a survey using a questionnaire by random
sampling of 230 ECE teachers working at kindergartens and daycare
centers in Seoul and Gyeonggi area. The instrument used for this study
was the creativity test tool for ECE teachers that was modified and
supplemented by Baek and Kim (2008) based on the creativity element
model by Urban (1997) and the creative teaching test items by Cropley
(2004), were used. To measure the play teaching efficacy of ECE
teachers, the questionnaire items modified and supplemented by Lee
(2013) were partially modified and supplemented by Moon (2018) for the
measurement tools developed by Shin, Yoo, and Park (2004) were used.
To measure the teaching competence of ECE teachers, 'the teaching
competence test tool for early childhood teachers’ developed by Kim
(2017) was used.

This study conducted frequency analysis, descriptive statistics analysis,
Pearson’s correlation analysis, multiple regression analysis, and regression
analysis suggested by Baron and Kenny (1986). To verify the
significance, bootstrap proposed by Hayes (2013) was performed.

The results of this study are as follows.

First, ECE teachers’ teaching creativity, play teaching efficacy, and
teaching competence were found to be relatively high. The ECE teachers’

teaching creativity was highly perceived based on the average of the
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5-point scale. The ECE teachers’ play teaching efficacy was highly
perceived based on the average of the 5-—point scale. The ECE teachers’
teaching competence was highly perceived based on the average of the
5-point scale.

Second, there was a high positive correlation between ECE teachers’
teaching creativity, play teaching efficacy, and teaching competence.
Among them, the relationship between teaching creativity and teaching
competency of ECE teachers was the highest positive correlation. Next,
the relationship between ECE teachers’ teaching creativity and play
teaching efficacy was significantly high, and the relationship between
ECE teachers’ play teaching efficacy and teaching competence was also
significantly high.

Third, the analysis of the effect of ECE teachers’ teaching creativity
and play teaching efficacy on teaching competence showed that teaching
creativity and play teaching efficacy significantly explained teaching
competence of ECE teachers. Among them, teaching creativity had the
most explanatory power on their teaching competence.

Fourth, in the relationship between teaching creativity and teaching
competence of ECE teachers, play teaching efficacy was a significant
mediator with partial mediation effect. These results suggest that it is
effective to increase the teaching creativity and play teaching efficacy in

order to improve the teaching competence of ECE teachers.
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