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ABSTRACT

Predicted Ripple Effect Affects Risk—Taking
Decision—Making:

The Mediating Effect of Perceived Responsibility

Sangah Kim
Department of Psychology

Graduate School of Sungshin Women’s University

Individuals predict the consequences of various events in everyday lives
differently. Previous research has demonstrated that the level of personal
responsibility that individuals feel about their behavior should depend on
the magnitude of the perceived influence that their behavior should have
for the future. The present research examined whether the predicted ripple
effect of the risky behavior in a given situation would affect risk—taking
decision—making and that this effect would be mediated by the perceived
personal responsibility. 170 undergraduates (90 males, 80 females; mean
age 21.91) from 16 universities located in Seoul participated in this study.
Four different vignettes that differed in the possibility of physical injury

(high vs. low) were presented to participants. After reading each vignette,



participants made decisions regarding risk—taking. Next, participants were
asked to imagine that they had decided on taking risks, and then to
answer questions about effects of their decision—making and personal
responsibility they felt for a variety of consequences of their
decision—making. The major results were like the following: (1) The
predicted ripple effect was positively associated with the perceived personal
responsibility; (2) the perceived personal responsibility was negatively
associated with risk—taking decision—making; and (3) the relation between
the predicted ripple effect and risk—taking decision—making was mediated
by the perceived personal responsibility only in the situation in which
physical injury was highly likely. The implications of these results and the

directions for future research are discussed.

Keywords: ripple effect, risk—taking decision—making, perceived

responsibility
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