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ABSTRACT

A Research on of Primitive Mythical Symbols and Images

- Focused on Researcher's Sculpture -

Yan Cheng
department of Sculpture Major
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

In this research, the use of myths, primitive elements, and symbols in my
sculptures is examined, and the combination forms of sculptures and sculptural
figures are discussed. In modern art, myths and primitive elements are reflections
of contemporary society by artists and an important means for them to explore
the collective unconscious of humanity. This research allows for an examination of

the creative ideology behind my sculptures.

Chapter 1 describes the use of myths and primitive elements in contemporary art.

These elements, as a special language, excavate and express messages hidden in
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the collective unconscious of humanity through reflection on contemporary society.
Modernism and Primitivism have provided artists with new techniques and
directions for theme selection by challenging traditional creation methods, and
Surrealist sculptures and archetypes have revealed the existence of the collective
unconscious through depictions of the inner world based on a unique visual
language. Contemporary sculptures express the artists' deep understanding and

criticism of societal phenomena and human nature.

In Chapter 2, the theories of Carl Jung and Northrop Frye are analyzed, focusing
on the collective unconscious, archetypes, and myth criticism. Jung emphasized the
collective unconscious as playing a central role in human psychological activities
and recognized archetypes as the basis of human thought and behavior. From the
perspective of literary criticism, Frye viewed archetypes and myths as key

elements that present the deep meanings of literary works.

Chapter 3 reviews the previous studies on the works of artists such as Marino
Marini, Kwon Jin-gyu, Joan Mir6, and Ugo Rondinone, describing their influence
on my work and the insights they provided to me. These artists expressed their
understanding of the spiritual and emotional worlds through mythical symbols in
their works, reflecting their perceptions of sociocultural phenomena. For instance,
the works of Marino Marini and Kwon Jin-gyu demonstrated an understanding of
mythical symbols, while Mird's work expressed a perception of pure nature
through its symbols, and Rondinone's work incorporated primitive symbols into

modern society.
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In Chapter 4, my artworks are compared and analyzed with primitive sculptures,
African sculptures, and stone sculptures from the Han Dynasty in China. My
artworks also contain elements of myth and symbols, and through this artistic
language, I aimed to express my perspectives on humanity, nature, and society.
This thesis deeply explores the image-narrative style of the Shan Hai Jing (11
%), seeking three expression methods: the combination of humans and animals,
animal-animal combinations, and the combination of symbols and materials. This
unique expression style has provided new perspectives and techniques in my
creative process and better presented the complexity and contradictions of human

nature.

This study discusses in detail the deep meanings of myths and symbols in my
artworks and how myths and symbols influence audiences' interpretation and
reflection on artworks. My artworks contain multiple layers of symbolism, forming
a complex and profound visual narrative structure. For example, individual images
of flora and fauna are used to symbolize specific cultural or historical
backgrounds or express certain emotions or psychological states. These symbolic
elements are not intuitively fixed and sometimes require the audience's continuous

exploration and deep reflection.

Additionally, this study analyzes how audiences from different cultural
backgrounds interpret artworks differently. Generally, myths and symbols have

universality and multiculturalism, providing a certain framework for interpretation,
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but individual life experiences and cultural backgrounds lead to different
interpretations and experiences within that framework. This aligns with what I, as
an artist, strive for in my work. I hope my artworks evoke diverse interpretations,

provide a space for contemplation, and elicit emotional resonance in the audience.

Completing this research has deepened my understanding of the use of myths,
archetypes, and symbols in contemporary sculpture. These eclements not only
provide artists with rich and diverse creative materials but also offer audiences

opportunities for interpretation and reflection.

As an artist, my responsibility is not only to create but also to engage the
audience in contemplative moments and establish deep emotional and mental
connections with them. This research is both a deep analysis of my artworks and
a systematic exploration of the use of myths, primitivism, and symbols in

contemporary sculpture.

Keywords: Myth, Symbol, Archetype, Primitivism, Hybridity, Shan Hai Jing
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