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ABSTRACT

Comparison of Kindergarten and Daycare Center
Teachers' Perceptions of the Internal

self-supervision

Ha-na Kim
Department of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women'’s University

As the Nuri-curriculum for Children at the Age Between 3 and 5 is
enforced in all the children educational institutes, starting from 2013, this
study aims to investigate how kindergarten and daycare center teachers
perceive the internal self-supervision and what different points of view
they have, further providing basic data for activation of an effective

internal self-supervision.

This study established the following research questions.

1. How do daycare center and kindergarten teachers perceive the
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internal self-supervision?

2. How do daycare center and kindergarten teachers actually operate
the internal self-supervision?

3. How 1s their experiences and problems regarding the internal
self-supervision?

4. What are plans to activate the internal self-supervision for daycare

center and kindergarten teachers?

From Aug. 7 to Sep. 8 in 2013, this study conducted a survey on
children educational institutes and research subjects selected. In advance,
the researcher of this study made contact with them in person, and
explained the purpose, methods and procedures of this survey before
distributing questionnaires. To collect the questionnaires, the researcher
visited each children educational institute, and some of the questionnaires
were collected through mail and e-mail. The data of these questionnaires
collected were analyzed through SPSS 15.0 Program, and the below
shows the results of this analysis. This study also carried out a
frequency analysis to examine research subjects’ characteristics and
perception of the internal self-supervision, and t test and x> test to find
out whether there are some differences in their perception of the internal
self-supervision between Kkindergarten teachers and daycare center

teachers.

The results of this study can be summarized according to each research
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question as below.

Firstly, as a result of investigating daycare center and kindergarten
teachers’ perception of the internal self-supervision, this study found out
that both the groups highly perceive the concept and necessity of the
internal self-supervision, and kindergarten teachers highly perceive methods
of the internal self-supervision, such as class supervision, peer supervision,
self-supervision, informal supervision, and school self-training, while

daycare center teachers less perceive those methods.

Secondly, as a result of investigating the actual conditions of the internal
self-supervision, this study found out that both daycare center teachers
and Kkindergarten teachers have much experience of the internal
autonomous supervision, and in the domain where the internal
self-supervision is helpful, they responded that it is relatively helpful in
improving class methods, but there were some differences found between
daycare center teachers and Kkindergarten teachers. In the perception and
evaluation on the internal self-supervision and the level of teachers’
interest, both the groups showed high levels. In the level of directors and
assistant directors’ interest, however, kindergarten directors and assistant
directors showed higher level of interest than daycare center directors and
assistant directors. which indicates that daycare center directors and
assistant  directors should have more interest in the internal

self-supervision in order to provide an opportunity for daycare center
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teachers to develop themselves better.

Thirdly, as a result of investigating their experience of the internal
self-supervisionand perception of problems according to each type of the
internal self-supervision, this study found out that both the groups showed
positive responses towards the concepts, contents and professionalism
development of class supervision, peer supervision, self-supervision,
informal supervision and school self-training, and they said that the
frequency of conducting the internal self-supervision is once or twice
every semester. However, there were some differences found in their
experiences and desirable reasons for class supervision between daycare
center teachers and kindergarten teachers.

When it comes to problems regarding class supervision, both the groups
responded that the main problem is excessive work. In the concept and
contents regarding peer supervision, their experience of receiving peer
supervision and their personal desirable reasons for peer supervision, both
the groups responded that they could have consultations regardless of time
and place, but daycare center teachers showed a higher level than
kindergarten teachers. In the problems regarding peer supervision, both the
groups responded it is a lack of time for observe each other’'s class.

In their experiences of conducting self-supervision, kindergarten teachers
showed a higher level than daycare center teachers, and in the desirable
reasons for self-supervision, both the groups responded it is because they

can conduct self-supervision in their convenient time, and as problems
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regarding self-supervision, they responded that they are not used to
self-reflection and self-correction so that it is difficult to evaluate on
themselves.

In their perception of the concept and contents of informal supervision
and their experiences of this supervision, they responded that it is possible
to advise other teachers about how to improve their teaching methods by
observing their class in a short time, and as problems regarding informal
supervision, they said that they may take other teachers’ comments as
confirmation or monitoring rather than guidance or advice.

In their desirable reasons for school self-training, they responded that it
can be conducted flexibly according to their school circumstances and
teachers’ demand for improvement, and as problems regarding school
self-training, it may turn into perfunctory one because of their existing
class and work. In the education subjects of specialized human resources,
they pointed out chief teachers most, followed by all the teachers, and
kindergarten teachers showed a higher level of perception than daycare

center teachers.

Lastly, as a result of examining plans to activate the internal
self-supervision, this study found out that in the reason why they cannot
perform the internal self-supervision, both the groups responded that it
was because of their excessive work. In the most effective supervision
type of the internal autonomous supervision, school self-training was

chosen, followed by peer supervision, class supervision, self-supervision
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and informal supervision. In the prior requirements for the development of
internal self-supervision, and important qualifications of supervisors. the
enhancement of teachers’ professionalism to activate the internal
self-supervision, requirements for the establishment of proper
circumstances, and requirements related to plans, kindergarten teachers

showed a higher level of perception than daycare center teachers.
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