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ABSTRACT

A Study on Experiences and Demands of

Child—-Care teachers’ for Voluntary—-Supervision

Lee, Yeon—ju
Dept. of Early Childhood Education

The graduate school of Sungshin Women'’s University

The purpose of this study was to examine how child-care teachers are

experiencing voluntary-supervision in child care centers, and what are

the demands of child-care teachers for voluntary-supervision in child

care centers. According these research purposes, the research questions

of this study are as follows.

1.

2.

How the child-care teachers perceive voluntary-supervision in child
care centers?
How the child-care teachers experience their voluntary—supervision
in child care centers?

What were the child—care teachers’ demands for

voluntary—supervision in child care centers?

This study carried out in—depth interview with a total of 10 child—care

teachers from February 5, 2013 to May 1. One to three times of



individual interviews per a teacher were used as well. In order to get
more detailed information, additional interviews were carried out by
telephone and e-mail. Data were collected through recording the
discussions and writing the researcher’s field notes. Data collection and
data analysis were progressed with forming circulatory cycle with seeing
it as complementary relationship. The process of data analysis was
elicited the findings through classifying and categorizing the contents

with reading repetitively.

The results of this study are as follows.

First, examining voluntary-supervision of being recognized by
child-care teachers through interview, the child-care teachers were
expecting the voluntary-supervision of being based on spontaneity, which
1s given by word called ’autonomy.” However, supervision, which is
being formed in reality, was being experienced the heteronomous
voluntary—supervision without teacher’s spontaneity. In other words, it
could be known that there is difference between the actual experience and
expectation in child-care teachers. Also, child-care teachers were
recognizing that the voluntary-supervision is necessary for child—-care
teachers to grow, but were indicated to feel burdensome about
voluntary—supervision owing to the lack of time or to a fear of
evaluation.

Second, the child-care teachers participated in voluntary—supervision



with the image different from ordinary times in order to receive positive
evaluation, and their self-esteem was lowered when any errors they made
were pointed out by director in charge of supervision. Additionally, when
the child-care teachers carried out peer evaluation, they failed to do so
frankly because a peer teacher may feel bad in light of occupational
characteristic of being worked only among women. Thus, in the evaluation,
they focused on what their peers didi well. The voluntary—supervision was
performed under the initiative of a director, who acted as the main agent.
The lack of a child-care teacher as a main agent led to a lack of
motivation among the teachers. Additionally, different child - care teachers
had different experiences with voluntary-supervision depending on whether
they were recognized at the institution where the supervision was
conducted. The child-care teachers felt voluntary-supervision to be a
burden because of a lack of time to prepare for supervision. However, they
acknowledged that voluntary-supervision offered scope for growth through
self-reflection on one’ image and communication with peers. Additionally,
they expressed the opinion that the director’s support could have
contributed to them viewing voluntary—supervision in a positive light.
Finally, in Light oh their experience of voluntary-supervision, the
child-care teachers demanded external support and institutional support.
With regard to, the child-care teachers failed to carry our frank evaluation
because of the support an external expert who could carry out objective
and professional evaluations, additional teachers to reduce the burden

created by lack of time. As for, the child-care teachers wanted to be



included substantial supervisory contents available for being applied to
field, and desired to receive voluntary-supervision, which was applied in
consideration of teachers’ individual demand. Additionally, they hoped to
play a subjective role in voluntary-supervision by taking initiatives
instead of, merely obeying instructions, and requested that directors
provide emotional support and that unilateral evaluation be replaced by

mutual exchange of opinions.
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