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ABSTRACT

A Study on Won-Kyo Lee Kwang-s&{%fifi)'s
Calligraphic Theory

by Lee Jin-sun
Dept. of Chinese Classical Literature
The Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

Wongyo, Lee Gwang Sa(1705-1777) is a representdtirker and a man of letters
in the School of GanghwA(#=E1]K). Although he was very interested in history,dstu
of letters, phonology, and paintings, etc., he &tdr known to us as a calligrapher
named as one of four masters in the later ChosunaBy. According to Lee Gyu
Sang's"Byung-Se-Je-Un-RoK( =¥ = &%) ,, he was famous as a calligrapher enjoying
a great popularity during his lifetime and his etydf penmanship greatly affected those
days and the next generation. However, he wasralgveriticized by Chusa, Kim
Chong-hui, his junior and the aftereffect has beeoa cause that Wongyo could not
have a real evaluation.

Nevertheless, it was found out that during the tioigenaissance in the 18th century,
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spirits of Dong-Guk-Jin-Che H{[giE#7) occurred as a pursuit of calligraphy and a
restoration of a calligraphic spirit and in its t&m Wongyo, Lee Gwang Sa existed.
Under the reasoning that his writing accorded with thinking of the times in the 18th
century, this study is to examine his theory andspective of penmanship as well as
the aesthetical characteristic shown in his caljidpy and thus to probe into the meaning
of Dong-Guk-Jin-Che, a style of penmanship in th8thl century including his
calligraphic world.

Although he could not enter the government sendoe to his family calamity, and
lived in a remote place of exile for 23 years, haswa best figure who was equipped
with best conditions as a calligrapher. He was birrsuch a period under the literal
spirit of opposing the falsehood and virtual image, favor of truth and real image
based on new consciousness and idea. In additioce $1agok, Jeong Je Doo, who was
a son of renowned family for calligraphy and lee tichool of Ganghwa academically,
and Backha, Yun Sun, who was the best calligrapiethose days, were his masters,
he could be taught the best academy and art. Meredkie spiritual relationships with
other literary men such as Sangodang, Kim GwangvBug possessed the considerable
paintings and writings and could provide a suffitiealligraphic material, Sacheon, Yi
Byeong Yeon, who took initiative in the new liteyaspirit of the 18th century, and
Gyeomjae, Jeong Seon, provided him with the besidition as a calligrapher.

In terms of idea, he opposed the entire virtualdacay (i) only by following the
realism in the Ganghwa school that valued the inmsgect of a man, emphasized the
‘pursuit of truth without artificiality(F-i51~{1:/%)' as a real mind, i.e., 'first make
yourself faithful@riviy E 2 C)', rejected the restraint of natufgsts o), which
oppressed a spirit of one's true real nature, agdeal for the realization of natufg(ls

5¥%), which has become the inner characteristics 8 dalligraphy. Meanwhile, it is
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found out that 'the pursuit of eccentricity and queness(#yi75%)", being represented
as his natural propensity, has become the manifestaf the other side of 'the pursuit
of truth without artificiality’ and can be regardeds a formative background of
Wongyo's Calligraphy, emphasizing the originalitpdaindividuality.

As a result of reviewing the literary background which Dong-Guk-Jin-Che could
be originated by examining the literary style inetfi8th century when Wongyo was
active, it was found out that Dong-Guk-Jin-Che was a return to an interest of the
times in calligraphy of Wang Hsi-chih and a genupiece of writing by Wang Hsi-chih
which has been discussed thus far but a title inege for penmanship diversely tried
by calligraphers in the 18th century initiated bkdong, Lee Su, Backha, Yun Sun, and
succeeded to Wongyo, Lee Gwang Sa under the reomgrif a mistake in the existing
style of penmanship handed down and thus to newigbéish a basis on a philosophical
and esthetic appreciation regarding a calligraphgl & set up a theory on calligraphy.

In particular, Since Wongyo'f Seogyeq, written under such sense of value of the
times was a literary work to provide a basis toeavhis recognition on calligraphy,
logic on penmanship, and original characteristicaim aesthetic sense, its content was
analyzed to find out the theory on calligraphy irtthg a perspective on calligraphy and
an aesthetic characteristic in calligraphy.

As a consequence, it was examined that, to Wontym,essence of calligraphy was
for an individual spirit to conform with the natisereason and thus to go through the
wonder{®) of harmony given by the heaveki%i#ift) and if a calligrapher's spirit
were to be emphasized to have a priority, by hawngh inherent reason to be revealed
as a form, a life force and a dynamic nature of aatures in the nature could be
described as the highest aesthetic state thagiahy could aim. Nevertheless, he talks

about the importance of the theory on calligraply defining that such an ideal state
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in calligraphy is fulfilled in the structure of hdwriting(54%) based on a style of
penmanship. However, it can be observed that lgipg his basis of handwriting in
a life force and liveliness and by describing thahandwriting should be different and
can be changed pursuant to a writer's spirit ant tbhould not be made in a certain
stereotyped style, he emphasizes the individualitp. addition, in terms of discussing
a calligraphic style, he argues for that five agibghic styles are integrate@lis —&),
which means that coming to a mutual understandinghe spirits of five callagraphic
styles can be regarded as truly versed in writicnd it can be found out that its basis
is placed on a stress on chugp(and li(z). Especially, Wongyo values a calligrapher's
appreciative eye and insight and lays stress oigte methodology to study calligraphy
above all. He also followed the examples of thé fsbom when he was in his thirties
on a full scale and inquired into the ancient moeam books{; %) from
Han-Wei-Jung-Bi 1% f%) to Jong-Jundfilfil) of the Yin Dynasty# ) and could
have a new perception toward a calligraphy and aensmlvanced and pioneering sense
in the aesthetic pursuit of a calligraphy. Basedtlois, came out a logic to understand
knowledge by seeing many thingfi:m) which included a methodology to study a
calligraphy %), an inquiry on the ancient monument books{li:i#£4%) and its
logic on authenticity&{%), and the four precious things of the studygruss ).
In addition, it can be observed that such appragaeye(li H) and insight@Z.7%) on
his penmanship become a standard logic for critignd the critique has been made in
respect of the calligraphers for successive geieratbased on such standard.
Through the above calligraphic theories, it is inde that in terms of a calligraphy,
its beginning and end should be properly understand then the relevant steps should
be properly practiced. In other words, the basisutth not be lost by following a side

branch or the true spirit in a precipitous and piole %k %h{id) stroke should not be
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missed by respecting only a beauty. Only if a faatiwh in calligraphy is established
with a minute{ii%#;) appreciative eydit H) and a concentrated{—) effort, a picture

in mind(C»=5), which went through the wonder of a pen operatisnobtained in so
doing, and a human spirt(;= %) comes out in each letter, then a writing, which
sympathized with things through inspiratigh¢/&%47) and went through the wonder
(") of harmony given by the heaveh{ifift), can be realized. Accordingly, he
asserts that it can be accomplished only througturately learning the ancient manners
(405 47%) not by a wrong common sense or a method to stalligraphy in the
manners and ways of the age thé&f{{). This means that he has a view on calligraphy
of a principle to respect the old in which an ah$®lstandard in calligraphic beauty
lies in the old one. Respecting the glgify) here means a natural and innocent
foundation without any decoration as an origin obeauty and a standard in the highest
aesthetic value which is pure, naive, antique antple(# #), distant from a technique.
Like his philosophical sense of value that a ndtwtte in mind should not be
restrainedf %) in respect of an aesthetic manifestation in pemshg but a ‘realization
of nature(®i#7%%) should be made, his view on calligraphy suchaasew creation
after following the old{: % A7), which values an active individuality under a doo
command of penmanship in a picture of mind, could dbserved.

Such theory and view on calligraphy of him is ekpotxpressed as an aesthetic
characteristic in calligraphy such as ‘trufh’ and ‘eccentricity@)’. This can be the
same as the fact that ‘if a learning reaches theost state and a profound operation
exists in a self, even if a change is not promised;hange is made for oneself as if
a nature's harmony were to be shaped accordindiitggs and there were no certain
systems from the beginning’. In other words, if amner state of ‘truthfi)’

comprehended for oneself is revealed by a formatatvithout any external decoration,
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it can be an ‘eccentricity?{)’. Subsequently, the ‘eccentricitys()’ is another expression
of the ‘truth(&).

Like this, Wongyo thoroughly recognized the spiamd demand of the times as a
representative calligrapher in a renaissance periothe 18th century, suggested a more
pioneering and advanced theory and view on calliaya and desired to restore the
essence of the penmanship. Moreover, it can bedfaut that he was the person who
wanted to enlighten the penmanship of the times dralv aesthetics of the times in
calligraphy by having such theory on calligraphyngrehended under such a recognition
subject to a public debate as a book on theoryatifgcaphy such a< Seogyeolgik),,
not a personal thinking. As a result, the statusWwingyo in terms of a calligraphic

history decried by Chusa has come to be re-estwuis
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