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“Hush!” cried Mrs. Linton. “Hush, this moment! You mention that name
and 1 end the matter instantly by a spring from the window! What you
touch at present you may have; but my soul will be on that hill-top
before you lay hands on me again. I don't want you, Edgar: I'm past
wanting you. Return to your books. I'm glad you possess a consolation,

for all you had in me is gone.” (Wuthering Heijghts 100)
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“Let me in—let me in!”

“Who are you?” I asked, struggling, meanwhile, to disengage myself.
“Catherine Linton,” it replied, shiveringly (why did I think of LZLinton? 1
had read FEarnshaw twenty times for Linton). “I'm come home, I'd lost
my way on the moor!”

As it spoke, 1 discerned, obscurely, a child's face looking through the

window. (Wuthering Heights 20)
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“My old enemies have not beaten me; now would be the precise time to
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revenge myself on their representatives: 1 could do it; and none could
hinder me. But where is the use? I don’t care for striking, I can’t take
the trouble to raise my hand! That sounds as if I had been labouring the
whole time only to exhibit a fine trait of magnanimity. It is far from
being the case: I have lost the faculty of enjoying their destruction, and I

am too idle to destroy for nothing. (Wuthering Heights 247)
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ABSTRACT

The Metaphor of House in Wuthering Heights:
Defining Physical and Spiritual Identity

Lee Jeongyeon

Department of English Language and
Literature

The Graduate School of Sungshin

Women's University

Emily Bronté’s Wuthering Heights (1847) portrays the conflict of the
novel through the house metaphor, which is framed as the opposition
between the Earnshaw family living at Wuthering Heights and the Linton
family at Thrushcross Grange. The novel spans over three generations in
which the characters struggle to legally inherit, forfeit, and physically
imprison one another within the confines of both houses, Wuthering
Heights and Thrushcross Grange. This thesis attempts to analyze not only
how the “house” metaphor serves as an entitlement to power and
inheritance but also as terms of imprisonment that subordinate characters
to serve as legal means of inheritance. The novel, however, breaks out of

this conflict by introducing a new concept of house that does not provide
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entitlement nor serve to imprison its family members. Rather the novel's
ending presents a young couple, who are freed from the legal and
financial restrictions that each house represents. The young couple,
Catherine Linton Heathcliff and Hareton Earnshaw, along with their
substitute mother, Nellie Dean, together share possession of both houses as
equal human beings. The new familial network members do not use or
rely upon either of the two houses in the novel for their identity. Instead,
the house metaphor, at the end of the novel, defies legal and
socioeconomic borders and presents a new familial community that is no
longer restricted by blood-related laws of inheritance and no longer
dependent upon patriarchal biases of gender identity that designate roles

within marriage and the family.
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