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ABSTRACT

A Study on Paintings Expressing Allegorical

Imagination

- Focusing on the researcher’s work -

Choi, Ha Young
Dept. of Oriental painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women'’s University

This thesis is based on the idea of respecting animals and nature and
coexisting together. It was described through the works from 2017 to 2020
and the work of the master's degree exhibition called ‘Jakdangmoui’ in
2020.

The anthropocentric modern society neglects animals and nature. Looking
at these characteristics, the researcher hopes that people will coexist with
animals and nature in modern society. This study was conducted to induce
the sympathy of viewers by expressing these contents in the researcher’s
artwork.

As a part of this, the allegorical explanatory technique was applied to the
conversation as if learning a lesson from a fable, and the topic was

effectively conveyed. Real satire and humorous elements were melted into
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the work to personify and express the subjects. And for more in-depth
expression, the concept and expression elements of fables were theoretically
considered and how they were expressed in art was investigated.

As an example of using allegorical elements, Francis Bacon visually
expressed satire in a grotesque-like way of expression. Bada Shanren
shows that Oriental art is also included in the category of fables by
expressing satire and the artist’s feelings in relation to nature.

Elements applied in the work were analyzed through a theoretical
examination of allegorical elements. Based on this process, it was possible
to complete the image of the researcher’s own work by establishing the
critical consciousness as a subjective expression of the subject.

The researcher expresses the animals, the subjects of her work, like toys
or objects, and at the same time shows satire on reality. Transformation
and distortion of the object were made accordingly. In the process, the
artist also expanded her field of view, not limiting her subjects to animals
but also to nature. This scalability emerges as a narrative through the
work and leaves a message to the observers.

This researcher expressed her paintings in an allegorical way in the hopes
that they would give the observers a sense of caution and at the same
time have an opportunity to think. Based on this, looking at the changing
elements from her early works to her later works suggests a futuristic
possibility that our lives can become like nature and animals that are

being destroyed.
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