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ABSTRACT

A Study of Johannes Brahms’ s Sonata
for Clarinet and Piano in E b Major, Op.120 No.2

Jinho Lee
Major in Collaborative Piano, Master of Music

Graduate School of Sungshin University

This thesis is a research paper that studies 'Sonata for Clarinet and
Piano in Eb Major, Op.120 No.2" of Johannes Brahms, focused on the
motive’s developing variation.

On 1891, Clarinestist, Richard Miihlfeld inspired Johannes Brahms on the
new motive for musical instrument, Clarinet. On that account, Brahms
composed the chamber music including 4 clarinet music. 'The Brahms -
Sonata for Clarinet and Piano NO.2’ was composed on 1894 at the end of
his life.

‘Sonata for Clarinet and Piano NO.2’ is the music that has distinctive
compositional techniques of Brahms based on the format of classical era. It
is composed of 3 movements. The first movement is in traditional sonata

form, the second one is a composite of three fast sub-types, and the third



one consists of variations. The music is full of developing variational
features, which are Brahms’s variation technique. It can be called as
typical music of Brahms among his later works because it represents
melody progress, mature compositional changes, rhythm variations, etc.

based on the classic mold in creative musical language of Brahms.
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