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Abstract

Discourse Analysis on Teachers' and Parents'

Perceptions of Only Child

Kong, Kyung-ah
Department of Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The current study aims to examine teachers' opinions about only
child through their teachers and parents discourse, to examine
character of only child and their parents through teachers' story.

Also study is to examine teachers' idea for method to teach only child

effectively and to examine expectation of parents.
The research questions of the study were as follows.

1. What are teachers' opinions on only child?
2. What are teachers' opinions about their parents who has on only
child?

3. What are teachers' opinions about method to teach only child



effectively?

4. What is parents' expectation about rearing child?

This study include group interview of 10 teachers from 16, Oct 2010
to 12, May 2011. Group interview was conducted at least one or three
times. An Individual interview with 10 parents were conducted 10
times and interview was conducted additionally by telephone and
e-mail in unnecessary case of concrete example and discuss.

Teacher who participate in this study has experience about teaching
only child and Still they teach only child. Data was collected fully by
rapid writing and recording, this data was distributed for analysis.

The result of this study was distributed only child's story, only
child's parents story, method for teaching only child effectively,

expectation of only child's parents. Following show this contents.

The first, an interview with teacher about only child, they think only
child 1s more selfish, greedy compared with other children. Also they
think only child was grown up alone so they don't know how to divide,
co-ownership, keep their turns, yield and they don't have social skill
about communication with other children. And only child don't have
their brother and sister, they received overprotective from their
parents. So teachers think only child is dependent of their parents.
Teachers think that an only child always received enough care,

physical and mental care from their parents and relatives so only child



want to receive continuously these care from teacher in a
kindergarten, Besides teachers think only child can talk with their

parents and they prefer to reciprocal action with parents.

The second, only child parents character seem to first child parents
and only child parents have more concern and questions compare with
other parents, also they want to confirm their the method of bringing
up. Also only child parents' method of bringing up is different whether

they are working together or not.

The third, in discourse with teachers, the next is method of teaching
only child effectively. Teacher said, After they praise and encourage
only child then they have affirmative relationship with only child. Also
they said, teacher should give chance of meeting various age friend
only child intentionally and teacher suggest only child was received
chance which has a class with friend who has various age for shape

their's social skill.

The fourth, in individual interview, parents' idea and expectation of
bringing up only child are followings. First There are some social
prejudice about only child, so they hope just see only child without
social prejudice. Also parents want that teacher makes only child
confidence from various experience like their home. Except this,

parents request many chances which only child meet friends.
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