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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Foreigners Experience of Korean Hiking Culture
- Focusing on foreigners who use Bukhansan Mountain’s

Seoul Mountain Hiking Tourism Center -

Miju Kim

Korean Cultural Contents Major

Graduate School of Culture Industry and Arts,
Sungshin Women’s University

In the early days, the Korean Wave was limited to the East Asian region
and was perceived as a concept of popularity or trend formed around
specific Korean Wave stars, and the scope of preference was also limited to
dramas, K-POP, movies, and entertainment. However, recently, Korean wave
spreads beyond this region and target, and the scope of preference is
expanding to the entire Korean culture, including K-Lifestyle, performances,
beauty, fashion, food, games, and medical tourism.

The purpose of this paper is to present a plan to stimulate the Korean
hiking culture in view of nature based outdoor experiences for foreigners,
as K-Culture content. For this reason, the paper explores how four
foreigners who experienced the Bukhansan Mountain hiking program for
foreigners at the Seoul Hiking Tourism Center first encountered

information about hiking in Korea and how it led to their experience.
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Specifically, based on the AISAS model and SEMs, the factors leading to
hiking Bukhansan Mountain, the information search process, and the
sharing patterns of hiking experiences of the interviewees were examined.
In addition, the experience elements which appear during the hiking
experience were analyzed using the interview contents. The main results
of this study are as follows.

First, how foreigners became aware of the information, the process
leading them to the experience, and the aspects of experience sharing
were examined based on the AISAS model, and most of the interviewees
responded that they learned about Seoul Hiking Tourism Center and
Bukhansan Mountain hiking through social media. There were responses
that they found out about it through other search sites, but it was clear
that they all accessed information online, with only differences in access
methods. Moreover, in terms of sharing the hiking experience, it was
found that the majority were limited to sharing it only with close
acquaintances such as family and friends through face-to-face
conversations or messengers.

Second, we examined whether five SEMs elements appeared in the
process of foreigners’ Bukhansan Mountain hiking. As a result, in the case
of sensory experiences, natural aspects such as the fresh air, streams, the
sound of rain and wind, and red maple leaves were mentioned, while the
visual and auditory elements were particularly prominent. The emotional
experience elements were the same in that all interviewees took photos
capturing the scenery of coexistence of the mountain and the city. As for

the cognitive experience, many responses were about the grandeur of
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Bukhansan seen from the summit and well-maintained facilities, in addition
to the culture and history of Bukhansan Mountain explained by the guide.
As for the behavioral experience, there was a common view that they
wanted to improve their physical strength by climbing other mountains in
Korea in the future. Finally, for the relational experience, they mentioned
that people who participated together during the program, helped them
throughout their hiking experience and that they wanted to keep
interacting with them.

Third, to explore ways to enhance the hiking experiences of foreigners
in Korea, I created a map depicting the journey of climbing Bukhansan
from their perspective and analyzed it step by step. Through this, I
emphasized the need to provide an online guide map that comprehensively
includes the location and service information of the Seoul Hiking Tourism
Center targeted at foreigners, especially during the pre-climbing stage of
Bukhansan. During the climbing stage, I proposed the application of a
program that facilitates smooth hiking by conducting preparatory exercises
using a guide from the Seoul Hiking Tourism Center and incorporating
traditional Korean games, while also promoting interaction among
participants. After climbing Bukhansan, [ suggested developing experiential
content reflecting Korean elements through collaboration between the
Seoul Hiking Tourism Center and local cultural centers, to allow foreigners
to enjoy and experience the diverse nature and culture of Korea more

broadly.
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Guide to interview research for foreigners

Hello. The purpose of this study is to understand foreigners’
experiences of Korean Hiking culture and find ways to develop it into
more substantial cultural content. Accordingly, we would like to
conduct an interview survey targeting foreigners who have visited the
Seoul City Hiking Tourism Center at least once and climbed Mt.
Bukhansan at least twice. Your responses and personal information will
not be used for any purpose other than research. If you would like to
participate in the interview, we would appreciate it if you would sign

the consent form below.

2023.

Korean Cultural Contents Major
Graduate School of Culture Industry and
Arts,

Sungshin Women'’s University

Researcher: Miju Kim
Advisor: Baeyoung Choi
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Consent to participate in interview research for foreigners

[ decided to participate after receiving an explanation of the interview
survey from the researcher, and I agree to the following contents for the

research.

1. T agree for the interview to be recorded.

2. 1 agree for the recording transcript to be used as part of the thesis.

2023.

Interview .
icinant Name (signature)
participan
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[. The following are basic interview questions for the research.

II.

N o Ol A W N

(0]

. What is your nationality?

. What is your age?

. What is your job?

. What is the purpose of your stay in Korea?

How many times have you visited the Seoul City Hiking Tourism Center?
. How did you hear about the Seoul City Hiking Center?

. In what ways were the Seoul City Hiking Center’ s services

(e.g. equipment rental, guidance, etc.) helpful to you?

. How many times have you climbed Bukhansan Mountain?

9. What is your main reason for climbing Bukhansan Mountain?

The following questions are about the course of your Bukhansan

Mountain climbing experience.

1. How did you first learn about climbing Bukhansan Mountain?

2. What was the first impression of Bukhansan Mountrain which

attract you to climb it?

3. Have you looked for reviews or information posted by others about

Hiking Bukhansan Mountain? If you did, what was it about?

4. After climbing Bukhansan Mountain, did you think it was worth it?

What made you think that way?

5. Have you ever told someone about your experience climbing

Mt. Bukhansan or shared it on social media?
If you did talk about it or share it on social media, what was it

about?
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. The following are questions about your climbing experience on

Bukhansan Mountain.

1. Cognitive experience

What perception did you have about Bukhansan Mountain after

climbing it?

What new things did you learn about Bukhansan Mountain?

What were some interesting aspects of climbing Bukhansan Mountain?

2. Sensory experience

What was the most memorable visual experience while climbing

Bukhansan Mountain? (e.g. plants, people hiking, mountain scenery,

shape of the mountain, etc.)

- What kind of touch/direct contact experiences did you have while
climbing Bukhansan Mountain?

- What kind of sound or smell experiences did you have while climbing

Bukhansan Mountain?

3. Human interaction experience

- What kind of conversations did you have with people while climbing
Bukhansan Mountain?

- How does the experience of climbing Bukhansan Mountain afftects
your relationships with the people?

- Do you plan to continue interacting with the people you met on

Bukhansan Mountain? How would you like to interact with them?
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4. Emotional experience

What did you enjoy about climbing Bukhansan Mountain?

What was the main focus of the photos or videos you took while

climbing Mt. Bukhansan?

What were you most satisfied with from climbing Bukhansan Mountain?

5. Behavioral experience

Can you describe the itinerary/activities in sequence when

participating in the program

- Besides climbing, have you experienced any other activities around
Bukhansan Mountain? What was the specific activity?
(e.g. activities related to restaurants, coffee shops, markets or local
related places around Bukhansan Mountain)

- Are there any other activities you would like to participate in around
Bukhansan Mountain? Why?

- If you have the chance in the future, would you like to climb a

mountain in Korea other than Bukhansan Mountain? Why?
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