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ABSTRACT

Differences in Achievement Goal Orientation,
Inferiority, and Fear of Negative Evaluation

by the Clusters of Perfectionism

Ah Ram, Lee
Department of Psychology
The Graduate School of

Sungshin Women'’s University

The purpose of this study was to examined the sub-groups of
perfectionism through cluster analysis among college students in order to
provide the indicator for different perspective toward perfectionism. The
participants of this study were 600 college students in Seoul and
Gyeonggi area. FEach participants responded to the several scales
completely after read cautions and confidentiality on the first page of
questionnaire. All scales used in questionnaire as followed: two
Multidimensional  Perfectionism  Scales(FMPS and HMPS), Career
Achievement Goals Scale, Inferiority Scale, Brief-Fear of Negative
Evaluation Scale. Finally, for the right purpose of this study, only 587
subjects were used in the analysis.

Collected data were analyzed by cluster analysis to know how



sub—groups of perfectionism gathered, and ANOVA to examined the
psychological differences within sub-types of perfectionism. Cluster 1
named as ‘Self-satisfaction Perfectionism’ showed the high personal
standard, parental expectation and the low the others. Cluster 2
‘Parents—leading Perfectionism’ was characterized the high parental
expectation and parental criticism. Cluster 3 named ‘Thorough
Perfectionism’ showed high scores in every aspects of
perfectionism(concerns  over mistake, personal standard, parental
expectation, parental criticism, doubt about action, self oriented
perfectionism, other oriented perfectionism, socially prescribed
perfectionism). On the other hand, Cluster 4 named as ‘Non-Perfectionism’
because cluster 4 didn’t show any characteristics of perfectionism. The
last, cluster 5 named as ‘Others—toward Perfectionism’ characterized the
high other oriented perfectionism only. Through one-way ANOVA, there’
re significant differences between three psychological factors, career
achievement goals, inferiority, and the fear of negative evaluation. Based
on these results, the implications and limitations of this study were

discussed.

Key Words : college student, Perfectionism, Achievement goal
orientation, Inferiority, Fear of negative evaluation,

Cluster analysis.
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