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ABSTRACT

Transmission and Modern change of On-dal-jeon

Choi, Ji Seon

Dept. of Korea Language
and Literature

Graduate School of

SungShin Women's University

This thesis begins with intention to complement the fact that
existing study doesn't define the original generative meaning of
<On-dal-jeon> because the study had made mainly in limited narrative
point of view. So in second chapter, focusing on the fact that
On-dal-jeon 1is carried in the Samguksagi, an authentic history, I
observed a theme of the narrative contexts of <On-dal-jeon>. And at
the same time, | examined its epic strategy which expressed historical
facts in the narrative contexts. And [ pay attention to authorial design.

As the result of research I found that On-dal-jeon is an allegory
showing the loyalty. Kim Bu-sik emphasized on loyalty through a death
of On-dal. <On-dal-jeon> has a biographic structure that starts
introducing On-dal and ends his death like a general epic strategy.
However, the way of stating the story is very narrative. That is, to
make the story transmitted, historians who worked on writing

On-dal-jeon gave shape to the story, so that coming generations can



follow The model of him. Through this epic strategy, On-dal-

bears historic feature as well as narrative feature and is

transmitting to our generation.

However, the important things that we have to pay attention in the
transmission of On-dal-jeon is not only that it appears continuance,
but also that it shows clearly different patterns according to the
transmitting subject that ranges from high noble class to general
people. A tale by tradition has a different subject. It concentrates
women's subjectivity, the love story of hero and heroine and a hero's
story of success. So the tales concentrate and transmit the motifs.

Therefore I inquires into the patterns which delivered in a different
way according to the subject and examined the difference of
transmittal principles they used. The high noble class's transmittal
pattern of <On-dal-jeon> can be seen In prose records such as
<Sinjeungdonggukyeojiseungram> or <Myungsimbogam>, and poems of
the later Chosun era. Because this type of transmission was mostly
done with documents, it showed a fixed pattern that delivered
On-dal-jeon's contents in <Samguksagi> without changing very much.
Thus through the characters' achievements, it turns up ethic-centered
pattern which is being a example and inspires the dominating class's
ethics, loyalty, enthusiasm, justice etc.

The general people's transmittal pattern of <On-dal-jeon> appeared
in folk tales that transmitted by word of mouth such as a tale of On
Dal, Living in Naebok and in legends which handed over in Danyang
province where the On-dal mountain fortress wall located. This type is
generally done in a oral tradition, so it showed variation transmittal
pattern which transmitted the contents of <On-dal-jeon> changed
variously. Different from the high noble class who tried to suggest
ethical 1dea through the characters, the class of general people

appears a person-centered transmission pattern that delivers the story,



focusing on the person's essential character with affection to
person itself.

In chapter III, I studied the modern literary works that are accepte
and changed. This works are showing the variety theme. It concentrate
in women's independent and the ego searching.(Kim Ji-won and Choi
Eun-ok) The other side the work of Choi In-hun is showing tragedy
that a person's hope was defeated and fatalism. Cho Ryoung-chul's
work 1s rewrited of On-dal-jean. He included the North Korea's
socialism, arouse national consciousness. Through this work, Maybe,
He want the young people's education about the socialism and

nationalism.
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