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ABSTRACT

A study of TZinseino sinsekis

- An analyses of Tsorrows and [the relief; -

hee jung - Nam
Department of Japanese
Language and Literature
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

At the same time when I let pass Oe with "the relative of the
life" and speak "modern absurd sorrow", I handle a problem of
"the relief" positively. In the situation such as the depression
of the writer it was written as a story of "the relief" that "the
relative of the life" who showed possibility of "the relief"
treats "sorrow".

"

The problem of "sorrow", a main theme of "the relatives of
the life", is developed by Kuraki Marie of the chief character
and her two handicapped children and a narrator "me" as
their observer. A woman called Marie is not a ordinary type
of person but the special one who is set as a heroic woman
by "a mythical reconfiguration" in order to maximize "the

sorrow that is modern absurdity".



When Oe recently repeated to read the "treatment tower"
(1990 Kodansha) written after publishing "the relative of the
life", he mentioned that I was surprised at feelings of the
sorrow that began in the details and rose almost in every
place of the whole. He has treated the problem of the
"sorrow" as an important motif after his eldest son Light was
born with an obstacle. The problem of the "sorrow" is
enlarged to "the world sorrow" such as the end of the world
and a crisis in the nuclear age through a problem over the
suicide problem of the handicapped child among "the relatives
of the life".

"the world sorrow" that suicide of handicapped children
conveyed 1s close to historical recognition that the author was
supposed to draw. The historical recognition is supported the
literature world of Oe, and it is "kept secretly" in the Kuraki
Marie's life which is full of "the sorrow". At the beginning of
the book, "I" felt that I wrote a book about the atom bomb
suffering of Hiroshima. Actually, the experience of "Hiroshima"
which is deeply related to the birth of his disabled son Light
has been a pivotal factor to show a way of "relief" to him.
Therefore, as the problem of "sorrow" is dealing with its
meaning in global as well as in personal life, I presume that it
gained the meaning of universality.

In this book, the problem of "the relief" was discussed
through the process Marie was searching for her self-relief. It
seems to differentiate from the previous works with regard to

religious factor. Marie is depicted as a person who does not



have  faith, reflecting her behavior as the  highly
religion-related "meeting place". Marie revealed her heroic
matriarch characteristic as she relieved daughters from the
crisis—ridden "meeting place" where the leader was dead.
Compared with characters in other Oe's books the Marie's
relieving process shows the different personality; the struggle
for her own self-relief. Space setting plays an important role
in the problem of the relief. It has a symbolic meaning that
Marie has sacrificed her life for helping poor women in a
Mexican farm. Mexico is a place where the author had stayed
for working out his own salvation. The setting also has an
image of "space of the basis", which evokes "the village of the
valley"and represents the place of life.

In addition, the motif of "death and the reproduction"
primarily depicted in the Oe's literature 1is portrayed by
"memory" and "conversion" of the suicide of the disabled child
in "the relatives of the life". It also indicates that the dead
children show the possibility of salvation through Marie's
undestroyed memories and her way of conversion.

I paid attention to the author's intention to deal with "sorrow"
and the problem of "relief" in "the relatives of the life". "I" as
a narrator 1s seeking the possibility of salvation in this book
and the author's way of salvation by using quotation of the
literature. But it is a way to uncover "sorrow" and '"relief" as
well. I think the way to "prefer sorrow to no strikes and no
ballsness" symbolizes salvation as accepting "sorrow" without

hesitancy. It seems that the author deliberately put the nature



of "sorrow" at the bottom of the life.
Paradoxically, because there is "sorrow" we seek to a way of

n

salvation. Such a critical mind repeats a cycle of "crisis and
struggle" over "the relief", and the story ends with

rediscovery of the implication of "the sorrow".
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