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ABSTRACT

A Study on Double Reed of Oboe and Bassoon

Nam, Song-eun
Advisor  : Prof. Park Joong-su
Department of Music Graduate School of

Sung-shin women’s University

The Woodwind has very long history and through the history it has been
developed the structure and the material of the instrument. This is to allow the
playing technigues to be developed, and the Woodwind to form much improved
technigues with orphic sound, today.

Along the development the shape of the reed and the materials has
changed. As the Woodwind transformed, it reduced the size of a hole on the
instrument, and nowadays it requires smaller width of a reed to harmonize with
the vibration of air in the instrument.

Except Flute, player’s performance with Oboe, Clarinet, and Bassoon can be
affected by the condition of the reed seriously. Because the condition of the reed
controls timbre, an interval, and even the technigue of a player, the woodwind
players consider trimming reed very importantly.

Reed that widely spread today is mostly made out of "a cane" which is a
thin and boarded stem part of a plant called Arundo Donax. This grass is 4 to
5 meter long and the finest cane is grown in the Var region of France near the
Mediterranean. Well-prepared material to make a good reed is a cane that has
been grown for 5 to 8 years. These canes have a upright and strong fibroid

material that fits well to make a good reed. Picked cane suppose to be dried for



2 years so that it can be a well-prepared material. Among these, thick cane
become a reed of Clarinet and Saxophone, and thin cane become a reed of Oboe
and Bassoon.

Reed instruments divide into two classes. One is single reed instrument that
has Clarinet and Saxophone in it, and the other is double reed instrument that
has Oboe, English horn, Bassoon, and double Bassoon. in it. This dissertation is
more focused on double reed, and Oboe and Bassoon. in depth. There are many
important factors when one is playing an instrument. reed making is the most
essential factor among them. For reed needs to be made on occasion(for at least
two months), it requires fluent knowledge and experience.

Making a reed is very hard and complicated work. So this dissertation will
mostly focus on 'reed making," even though there are variables such as
articulation, embouchure, breathing, flexibility, and tone color. The study mainly

deals with generalized information on history and a procedure of reed making.
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