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The world that Austen creates in her novels is as it is
because she choses to make it so: the restrictions of
scope are self-imposed. She narrowed her field to

domestic life in the country village not because she



knows of nothing else, but because she felt that this
setting was what she needed for concentrating the

essentials of her vision(19).
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"Then, who taught you? who attended to you? Without
a governess you must have been neglected.” "Compared
with some families, I believe we were; but such of us
as wished to learn, never wanted the means. We were
always encouraged to read, and had all the masters
that were necessary. Those who chose to be idle,
certainly might.”(127)

aETH rE AR Es TFEAA? 7UF AAF? HA
wARZE gidtkE gl glo]l WA HS W) folw b=
I vlusbd A AL R OAAA L. g g

o]

A E e AL gl Ay



When first Mr. Bennet had married, economy was held
to be perfectly useless; for, of course, they were to
have a son. This son was to join in cutting off the
entail, as soon as he should be of age, and the widow
and younger children would by that means be provided
for. Five daughters successively entered the world, but
vet the son was to come; and Mrs. Bennet, for many
yvears after Lydia’s birth, had been certain that he
would. This event had at last been despaired of, but it
was then too late to be saving. Mrs. Bennet had no
turn  for economy, and her Thusband's love of
independence had alone prevented their exceeding their

income(234).
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.. I understand that Mr. Collins has made you an offer

"

of marriage. Is it true?” Elizabeth replied that it was.”

you have

of marriage

offer

this

Very well-and
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refused?”

"T have, Sir.”

"Very well. We now come to the point. Your mother

Insists upon your accepting it. Is not it so, Mrs.

Bennet?”

"Yes, or I will never see her again.”

"An unhappy alternative is before you, Elizabeth. From

this day you must be a stranger to one of your

parents—-Your mother will never see you again if you

do not marry Mr. Collins, and I will never see you

again if you do.”(85)
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He had never before supposed that, could Wickham be
prevailed on to marry his daughter, it would be done
with so little inconvenience to himself, as by the
present arrangement(234).
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That it would be done with such trifling exertion on

his side, too, was another very welcome surprise; for
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his chief wish at present, was to have as little trouble
in the business as possible. When the first transports
of rage which had produced his activity in seeking her
were over, he naturally returned to all his former
indolence(235).
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"From all that I can collect by your manner of talking,
yvou must be two of the silliest girls in the
country.”....."T am astonished, my dear.” said Mrs.
Bennet, "that vou should be so ready to think your

own children silly. If T wished to think slightingly of
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it should not be of my own

anybody’s children,

however.”(21)
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I wish I could say, for the sake of her family, that the
of

establishment of so many of her children, produced so
happy an effect as to make her a sensible, amiable,

well-informed woman for the rest of her life. (295)
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Mr. Bennet was so odd a mixture of quik parts,
sarcastic humour, reserve, and caprice, that the
experience of three and twenty vyears had been
insufficient to make his wife understand his character.
Her mind was less difficult to develop. She was a
woman of mean understanding, little information, and
uncertain temper. When she was discontented she
fancied herself nervous. The business of her life was to
get her daughters married; its solace was visiting and
news.(3)
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Her eldest daughter endeavoured to give some relief to
the violence of these transports, by leading her
thoughts to the obligations which Mr. Gardiner's
behaviour laid them all under.

'For we must attribute this happy conclusion,” she
added,” in a great measure, to his kindness. We are
persuaded that he has pledged himself to assist Mr.
Wickham with money.’

"Well,” cried her mother,” it is all very right; who
should do it but her own uncle? If he had not had a
family of his own, I and my children must have had all
his money you know, and it is the first time we have
ever had any thing from him, except a few presents.
Welll! T am so happy. In a short time, I shall have a
daughter married (232).
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“You go to Brighton! I would not trust you so near it
as East Bourne, for fifty pounds! No, Kitty, I have at
last learnt to be cautious, and you will feel the effects
of it. No officer is ever to enter my house again, nor
even to pass through the village. Balls will be
absolutely prohibited, unless you stand up with one of
your sisters. And you are never to stir out of doors, till
you can prove, that you have spent ten minutes of
every day in a rational manner (228).

“Hglolel oz i, 7M1 3o gl o] R2ER 7}
A% Wi Bl gl 509 EE Frsin oo of
o, 71¥], opwt= ol Alof FAeoF gt A il o)A

URE A4S drck oA tAE FHue 3 HE W

Kitty, to her very material advantage, spent the chief of
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her time with her two elder sisters. In society so

superior to what she had generally known, her

improvement was great (295).
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Mr. Gardiner was a sensible, gentlemanlike man, greatly
superior to his sister as well by nature as education.
The Netherfield ladies would have had difficulty in
believing that a man who lived by trade, and within
view of his own warehouses, could have been so well
bred and agreeable. Mrs. Gardiner, who was several
yvears younger than Mrs. Bennet and Mrs. Phillips, was
an amiable, intelligent, elegant woman, and a great
favourite with all her Longbourn nieces. Between the
two eldest and herself especially, there subsisted a very

particular regard(108).
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"Pray, my dear aunt, what is the difference in
matrimonial affairs, between the mercenary and prudent
motive? Where does discretion end, and avarice begin?
Last Christmas you were afraid of his marrying me,
because it would be imprudent ; and now, because he
IS trying to get a girl with only ten thousand pounds,
you want to find out that he is mercenary.”(118)
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And when we do return, it shall not be like other
travellers, without being able to give one accurate idea
of any thing. We will know where we have gone- we
will recollect what we have seen. Lakes, mountains, and
rivers, shall not be jumbled together in our imagination;
nor, when we attempt to describe any particular scene,
will we begine quarrelling about its relative situation.
Let our first effusions be less insupportable than those
of the generality of travellers(119).
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about it myself; but the grounds are delightful. They

Mrs. Gardiner abused her stupidity.’If it were merely a
fine house richly furnished,” said she, ‘T should not care

have some of the finest woods in the country.’(184)
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Georgiana had the highest opinion in the world of
Elizabeth; though at first she often listened with an
astonishment bordering on alarm at her lively, sportive
manner of talking to her brother. He, who had always
mspired in herself a respect which almost overcame her
affection, she now saw the object of open pleasantry

(297).

zAohbe AL 2E ol FHug Al @
gsta Adree WEE A7) oME gaE AL uu
A9l AebsiriAsl @A Holtk 719 ARE A9 =

g Awola el BB A7 A4 HelN Bejdo

715 e Qukrl oAl HFa wEe o = tiAe] Hi=

_34_



w_m G I R R ﬂﬂ_ G AW j T X ITw _m N
o F ™ G 4 o ® w . = F S
I " W oW D R LT H T
AR o, oW L ow o R S
L O - = = - W S Sl m WO
woF o= N w ) R K o s o W T o <
o i g = N < i
ooy = xiXx3% Frxagal
e I T SR Y mO = Mr it oy N M_m ra
> W Y o N H g T BR o & o T =
T 0¥ e T = = A S o)
= = —= oo om M o <0 o))
oy G ) o o R = o T
o w_IMA MmO o ) T o ! Bo M.ll = B A M W
T T W T o g oK o= Yooy T o= N N
= - = T Y pa ™ Koo o= RN
< AR RN g o o=ow o O W oo = 2 ) & ®
= = X AH —_ <0 —  od
o ag oF B/ <~ = W~ X 0
T I g u}] o) o =
PR =3 gL o o}J 3
P BT T ) 3 Moz N omr
. ﬂAI . X WrE _/,A a u]
<0 o oo~ m W om o N o T o E R 7
R T TR S T N R AT = G 5 0
"o —_ —
Ter P EEs T T o ¥ g R X
ol 0 = ar T 7o H o= o B oW W] g
e - < < = R
i S T W " = AR ) g9
pld RS ol T o T g g
o i) w X LB JI) L C - v e
. iE R A~ S P = S T =T
T T I T
2 T ¢ 39 A2 g M B R o do X
1__/|,A M EE JA| W_,T OE @ N N OE —_ ﬂ O #yi 1—,_AI
) m X 75 70 i ojy T ol Al < N = ®o < X V e
A T I ST A I - -
§ e
mym = Wy W Vmwoeow P e g oy M T L 2
Dol —e om o ow Moo e W m o o®m R X 4k
2ox w2 T T T o Mo e X o %o o
of (- o = X 5 I N e L
- T B o N oT O Jor o P o
X ool W e T W oe R W TR o T AN R

_35_



K
I AR AE UEaE AN kde =77 sFE 4E
olglee dAAT Mz A F A7 o|wel ARAANE E& 27} 3§
= BS agE woiny tolAlE QEEA B WAL U)ol Ade Ad
oeor wE 45 B A vrte SAed v de A EAH

A4d A5E T F dvks AL HolFEUh o WolSolWA 1 4
o

—

AAow Q%A Ak A WA @R thelAe] ewigel Hd WAL
985 ARe ol 449 WEHE QAEdEY, 1R AAgoR B
G Ae) el oheh Aae) N Aol AEFu Hole] 1

"How despicably have I acted!” she cried.-'I, who have
prided myself on my discernment!-I, who have wvalued
myself on my abilities! who have often disdained the
generous candour of my sister, and gratified my vanity,
in useless or blameable distrust.— How humiliating is
this discovery!- Yet, how just a humiliation!- Had 1
been in love, I could not have been more wretchedly
blind. But vanity, not love, has been my folly.- Pleased

with the preference of one, and offended by the neglect
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of the other, on the very beginning of our acquaintance,

I have courted prepossession and ignorance, and driven

reason away, where either were concerned. Till this

moment, I never knew myself.’ (159)
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Elizabeth, however, had never been blind to the
impropriety of her father’s behaviour as a husband. She
had always seen it with pain;, but respecting his
abilities, and grateful for his affectionate treatment of
herself, she endeavored to forget what she could not
overlook, and to banish from her thoughts that
continual breach of conjugal obligation and decorum
which, in exposing his wife to the contempt of her own
children, was so highly reprehensible. But she had
never felt so strongly as now, the disadvantage which
must attend the children of so unsuitable a marriage,
nor ever been so fully aware of the evils arising from
so ill-judged a direction of talents; talents which rightly
used, might at least have preserved the respectability of
his daughters, even if incapable of enlarging the mind

of his wife(180-1).
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T might as well enquire,” replied she, 'why with so
evident a design of offending and insulting me, you
chose to tell me that you liked me against your will,
against yvour reason, and even against your character?
(146)
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'From the very beginning, from the first moment I may
almost say, of my acquaintance with you, your manners
impressing me with the fullest belief of your arrogance,
yvour conceit, and your selfish disdain of the feelings of
others, were such as to form that ground-work of
disapprobation, on which succeeding events have built
so immoveable a dislike; and I had not known you a
month before 1 felt that vou were the last man in the

world whom I could ever be prevailled on to

marry.’ (148)
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He asked her, if she would do him the honour of
introducing him to her friends. This was a stroke of
civility for which she was quite unprepared;, and she
could hardly suppress a smile, at his being now seeking
the acquaintance of women of those very people,
against whom his pride had revolted, in his offer to
herself. "What will be his surprise,” thought she, 'when
he knows who they are! He takes them now for people
of fashion.’(192-3)
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As a child T was taught what was right, but I was not
taught to correct my temper. I was given good
principles, but left to follow them in pride and conceit.
Unfortunately an only son, (for many years an only
child) T was spoilt by my parents, who though good
themselves,(my  father particularly, all that was
benevolent and amiable,) allowed, encouraged, almost

taught me to be selfish and overbearing, to care for

_43_



none beyond my own family circle, to think meanly of
all the rest of the world, to wish at least to think
meanly of their sense and worth compared with my
own. Such T was, from eight to eight and twenty; and
such T might still have been but for you, dearest,
loveliest Elizabeth! What do I not owe you! You taught
me a lesson, hard indeed at first, but most
advantageous. By vou, I was properly humbled(282).
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Mr Wickham is the son of a very respectable man,
who had for many vears the management of all the
Pemberley estates; and whose good conduct in the
discharge of his trust, naturally inclined my father to
be of service to him, and on George Wickham, who
was his god-son, his kindness was therefore liberally

bestowed(153).

My excellent father died about five years ago; and his

attachment to Mr Wickham was to the last so steady,
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that in his will be particularly recommended it to me,
to promote his advancement in the best manner that
his profession might allow, and if he took orders,
desired that a valuable family living might be his as
soon as it became vacant. There was also a legacy of
one thousand pounds(153).

A(obA]) E¥3hal F-2AM= 5d dEdl o HsY
3]

His own father did not long survive mine, and within
half a year from these events, Mr Wickham wrote to
inform me that, having finally resolved against taking
orders, he hoped I should not think it unreasonable for
him to expect some more Immediate pecuniary
advantage, in lieu of the preferment, by which he could
not be benefited(154).
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‘He is the best landlord, and the best master,” said she,
‘that ever lived. Not like the wild young men
now-a-days, who think of nothing but themselves.
There is not one of his tenants or servants but what
will give him a good name. Some people call him
proud; but I am sure I never saw any thing of it. To

my fancy, it is only because he does not rattle away
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like other young men. (188)
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ABSTRACT

A Study on Pride and Prejudice (1813):

The Role of Parents and Elizabeth's Marriage

Kim Yu-jung
English Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

Eighteenth—century England is characterized as a transition
period that portrays conflict between the conventional class
system and the increasing changes brought about with
capitalism and its growing market. In Jane Austen's Pride and
Prejudice, the author both dramatically emphasizes the
pedagogic factor of parenting and critically exposes the British
upper class and its patriarchal tradition as unjust and
inefficient. In the novel's depiction of a failing patriarchal
system, Austen introduces the Bennet family complete with its
powerless patriarch Mr. Bennet; an economically ambitious yet

senseless mother Mrs. Bennet; and, the trial and error of five
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daughters in their search for husbands and happiness. Austen
symbolizes the turmoil of her century through the detailed,
ludicrous, and dysfunctional depiction of Mr. and Mrs. Bennet
and their pedagogic influence on their daughters. Both learning
from and rebelling against the parental models of Mr. and Mrs.
Bennet, the trial-and—error narrative of the five Bennet
daughters—— Jane Bennet, Elizabeth Bennet, Mary Bennet, Kitty
Bennet, Lydia Bennet --provides an analysis of the social
adaptation of parents and children in eighteenth—century
England. In sharp contrast to the Bennets, Austen portrays Mr.
and Mrs. Gardiner as the prototype parental models who share
their sincerity, wisdom, and love with their nieces. The
Gardiners' influential relationship with their second niece,
Elizabeth Bennet, proves to beneficial and educational in
contrast to the painful embarrassments Elizabeth suffers from
due to the lack of guidance from her parents—Mr. and Mrs.
Bennet.

First, this study examines the new and unconventional
characteristics Austen attributes to her heroine Elizabeth who,
then, must struggle with the unfavorable environmental factors
surrounding both she and her family. Elizabeth undergoes
various changes as she learns about herself and the current
values of her society. She both adapts and pursues changes as

she eventually matures and marries. Next, Austen introduces a
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newly improved hero, Mr. Darcy, who also undergoes a similar
process of learning and adapting to changes in order to be able
to both love and understand his new bride, Elizabeth. Together
Elizabeth and Darcy portray a future that builds upon trust,
love, and equality rather than inheritance, family name, and
prescribed social roles. Austen attempts to show  how
reasonable relationships are developed from both positive and
negative interactions and how both men and women must
change in order to create a healthier and more stable home and
society. Austen strived to both expose the conventional
patriarchal class system and introduce a new social relationship

between men and women.
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