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ABSTRACT

A Study on abstract expression in Wu Guanzhong’s

paintings

Ryu, Hey Jin
Dept. of Art History
Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

This thesis the study on abstraction expression which appears in
Wu Guanzhong’s painting. Wu Guanzhong is the most important a
contemporary artist in China today. This thesis note the abstraction
expression, the formalistic approach that apprars Wu Guanzhong'’s
painting.

Abstraction i1s one of the central issues of Wu Guanzhong’s
theory of Art, and is one means by which he had tried to reconcile
the heritage of China with what he had come to admire in the art
of Europe. Pure abstraction had never interested him, but he is
ever conscious of the potential of abstraction to heighten the sense
of image and object, to intensify the suggestion of individual
emotional response to actual scene. To Wu Guanzhong, abstraction
means abstracting the "essens "of the form. Wu Guanzhong is free
to move back and forth between guohua and xihua. The 1980s he
created new techniques to express a wide rang of subjects and
feeling. New techniques move further toward abstraction. Wu

Guanzhong’'s landscape painting seemed to come from the great



Chinese traditional of landscape painting but to possess its own
original and distinctive qualities.

1973 to 1974 Wu Guanzhong was experimenting freely with the
long-unused techniques of traditional Chinese painting, While
continuing to paint in oils, gradually drawing the two closely
together and fashioning a style uniquely his own. His oil painting,
so different from his ink-and color works, yet inseparable from
them in any meaningful way. Wu Guanzhong’'s work are full of
the features most characteristic of Chinese art of this century,
features deriving from the meeting and interaction of Western and

Eastern art.
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