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ABSTRACT

The Characteristics of "Yejong Silloky

Choi So Young
Department of History
Graduate School of
SungshinUniversity

The purpose of the research study is to understand the characteristics
of The Joseon wangjo sillok(FAff FEiE#), with the main focus on
overall descriptions of the given kings, under the awareness that the
condition of the given kings must be always considered when researching
about kings, given the fact that annals describe about kings. In other
words, the main purpose of the study is to investigate the political and
historical situations which the given kings faced and to overview how
influences such situations had on the annals. To attain the purpose, the
study selected "Yejong Sillok(FZZ#E#)s as the research subject, and
investigated how the meanings and conditions that Yejong had as the
precedent king after his death influenced overall descriptions of 'Yejong
Silloky.

Firstly, Chapter I deals with the process and viewpoint of compiling ©
Yejong Silloks. What is noteworthy in the course of compiling 'Yejong
Silloks is that the annal was compiled just after "Sejo Sillok({HiiH & #k).

due to a short period of the reign of King Yejong. It was considered that



although "Yejong Silloks was compiled at the period 'Sejo Silloks was
compiled, "Yejong Silloks was not treated with the same honor as "Sejo
Silloks that was later given the mighty historical authority as the
precedent king who raised the declining royal dynasty. Meanwhile, ©
Yejong Silloks was compiled in the annal royal office "Sejo Silloks was
compiled. Especially, the 1st and 2nd ranking ministers and officials of the
annual royal office are those who had exerted influential influences on the
descriptions of the annals. They had the common political figures as the
meritorious groups of vassals of King Sejo and contributing groupsof
King Yejong. In this regard, the study investigated the clue that could be
provided in the descriptions of the annals based on the political
understanding of compilers, mindful of their political history.

Chapter I analyzes about how King Yejong was described in 'Yejong
Silloks, with the main focus on descriptions in the memoir and article.
According to the analytic result, the article of "Yejong Silloks shows that
King Yejong had transcendental and mysterious authority that touched the
hem of the heaven, and at the same time, such authority was embodied
by the precedent king Sejo. Judging this, it was confirmed that the article
reveals one of the character of such authority was to adopt King Sejo’s
authority as a fundamental base.

Chapter IV summarizes the character of "Yejong Silloks, based on the
facts that were revealed in Chapter I and IM. "Yejong Silloks was
considered less important in its meaning and scope of authority, compared
with "Sejo Silloks owing to the essential limit of Yejong. Nevertheless,

the attribute of royal authority of Yejong was described with the main



focus on transcendency. Such as this, Yejong was described as a king
with transcendental royal authority in the annal, based on the fact that he
succeeded the special royal throne of Sejo regarded as the king who
restored the collapsed royal dynasty.

The way that Sejo was considered the king who raised the declining
royal dynasty in history and that his authority was described as being
transcendental is similar as the way that the authority of Sejo was
described in "Sejo Silloks. The similarity in description was caused by
the same personal character that the compilers of the two annals had, and
the political base of them called the meritorious group having close

relationships with king'’s authority.
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