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[#32] Vincent van Gogh, FRP,¢t74 & %, 70x17x72cm, 2010
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[#33] Pablo Ruiz Picasso, FRP,¢FH7, 46x16x40cm, 2010
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[#}358] Artist’s way, video, 1min 45sec, 2010
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ABSTRACT

A study of portraits on the artist’s identity and lives

Kim, min
Department of Sculptre
Graduate School of Arts

Sungshin Women'’s University

The current paper describes the purpose and the process of the art works
which was exhibited at the author’s 2010 graduation exhibition as a part of
fulfillment for the Masters of Arts. The implication of the current work as

well as the author’'s future direction was also addressed.

The author's art works stem from the author’s personal interest toward
the artists’ identity, their passion and agony, as well as the process they
go through as an artist. The author, like many other young artists,
dreamed to become the artists who touch many people’s souls and lives in
general and artists’ in particular. However, the author came to the
realization that living as an artist was not an easy journey and the
author’s ideal thoughts seemed to be just a dream as times goes by due to
the mental and physical agony and pain. The process of creating the art

works sometimes made the author wonder about the primary purpose of



work and the identity as an artist. As the question was further developed,
the author became curious about the historically important and famous
artists’ lives. Such question have the author revisited the world-renowned
artists’ lives and art works such as Vincent van Gogh’s and Frida Kahlo’'s.
These artists are well known for the dramatic and traumatic life experience
and journeys. What's amazing is that, their dreadful lives never stoped
them from creating the beautiful art works and never stop them from
driven away from their passion toward art. They became the author’s
mental and professional mentors. Through this process, the author became
interested in reframing the artists’ lives from the different perspectives and

creating their busts.

The author’s art works are based on the identity and the life of the artist
as an artist. In the author’s viewpoint, the artists’ art works should not be
viewed separately from their lives. In other words, the art works and the
artists’ lives are intertwined. Therefore, through the exhibition, the author
attempted to exhibit such interconnected aspect. Simply put, the author’s
exhibit has two primary purposes. First, the art works exhibited sought to
question the identity and existence of the artists through a portrait of
artist. Second, the author wanted to emphasize the fact that the artists, no
matter how famous they are, are also human beings like us - they are not

quite different from people, but they are with us.

The current paper is composed with the introduction section, three chapters
and the conclusion section. The introduction chapter described in detail the

author’s primary purpose of the art works exhibited and its base including



the personal interest. The first chapter was about the detailed description of
the theoretical framework which introduced the history and the basic
concepts of portrait arts. In this chapter, the author studied how the artists
like Vincent van Gogh portrayed themselves. Further ,the author linked the
author’s own art works to other pop-artists’ art works which handling the
famous artists. The second chapter focused on the author’s exhibited art
works. The main distinctive characteristic of the author’s art works is that
the author utilized the flat sculpture as the primary artistic tool. Also, as
found in all art works at the exhibition, every sculpture wears a pair of
glasses. The paper described the behind meaning of the pair of glasses.
Lastly, the author analyzed the video and the author’s own drawings which
are based on the author’s daily life.

The final chapter described the each art work exhibited at the exhibition,
the procedure, as well as the content of the exhibit. The conclusion section
summarized the exhibition, limitation, implication of the current art works

as well as the future direction as a young artist.
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