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ABSTRACT

A Chinese History Class Model Using Relevant Films With

Focus on the Comparative Analysis of Class Achievement

Won Yoon Kyung
Major in History Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Womans University

History has been recorded in written language ever since it was
invented. In today’s world where visual stimuli and images play an
important role, however, recording history through mere written
language 1is becoming out-of-date. As computers and visual
technology are rapidly advancing, the younger generation uses
images more and more as a mean to express themselves. For such
reasons, modern historians are seeking a way to utilize visual media
in the study of history, and thus emerged "Visual Historiography.”
Films are a large part of visual historiography. Films have been
acknowledged for their cultural influence and have become an
important vehicle for conveying historical lessons.

Recently, there have been many researches on applying films to
teaching history. The studies have found that showing historical
films in class have helped students in understanding historical

events. This method is already being implemented in classes where
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teachers show short movie clips that are relevant. Still, the use of
films is only a supplementary component of a class. It is limited in
that it doesn’t require a student’s comprehensive use of historical
knowledge, or does it improve a student’s ability to critique a film
and improve on historical thinking. More systematic approach to
using films in classes is needed.

Thus the goal of this study is to develop a Chinese history class
model which will use films, along with books and lectures, as a core
material.

During this study, the researcher created a Chinese history class
model themed with Taiping Rebellion for second year middle school
students in which the movie "The Warlords” was shown. The
teacher would give the students a hand-out with the synopsis of the
movie at the beginning of class and give them time to read through
the synopsis. She would then show a 17-minutes—long, abridged
version of the movie to the class, and then the students would be
given time to individually write a journal in the perspective of a
main character in the movie. Each student would then share his
journal and have a discussion with the rest of the class. After class,
the researcher analyzed the results of the surveys on the class that
students and the teacher filled out as well as the work-sheets that
students turned in and reached the following conclusions.

Firstly, this class model was able to inspire interest on the subject
matter from the students and elicited voluntary participation in class

discussion.
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Secondly, it provided the students with the opportunity to look at
the historical event in a number of different perspectives.

Lastly, this model allowed the students to watch historical films not
only for entertainment purposes, but also as a way to ponder upon
the historical background and facts, and the perspectives of different
historical figures. In other words, the students developed a new way

to appreciate historical films.
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