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ABSTRACT

Comparison of geography textbooks related to territorial dispute

— based on Korean and Japanese geography textbooks —

Kim, Min—Jung
Major in Geography Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

Recently, problems caused by territorial disputes have been aggravated
and as a result, the importance of geography has increased greatly.
Despite the fact that geography has become more crucial, hours spent on
geography in schools have drastically decreased and this clearly shows
there are a lot of problems in our current curriculum, If this goes on,
some may ask themselves if the subject ‘geography is a vital subject
that every pupil has to learn, Additionally, it is essential that we give
some thoughts to whether geography can be appropriately educated.
Because of economic and political issues, not only Japan, but China has
also started to develop some territorial problems with Korea, A typical
example would be problems related to ‘Leodo . Now, these territorial
problems we are facing attract a lot people’ s attention and we have to
realize that we should be the ones who have to solve them in the near
future,

Geographically, it is unlikely that territorial problems we have with

other countries will be alleviated, Consequently, we will have to



understand the situation properly and change our thoughts we have on
our land before the situation gets worse., Furthermore, geography must
be considered as one of the mandatory subjects to students, who are
responsible for the future of our country,

National territorial education system incorporates basic elements from
geography textbooks and countries apart from Korea are also believed to
have wutilized their own system through a variety of medias and
textbooks, Therefore, territorial education will play a big role in Korean
geography textbooks, This helps us show how territorial education is
being handled in Korean textbooks compared to those of Japan,

As mentioned just now, the investigation, in which geography textbooks
from korea and Japan are compared, is closely related to the ownership
of Dokdo, After, doctrine, some of us were expecting Japanese textbooks
to give major coverage to doctrine, but that wasn’ t the reality. Things
didn’ t turn out the way we wanted. Instead, Japanese textbooks
covered the importance of their northern territory, Plus, they only
mentioned Dokdo to the point where only the problems related to the
possession of Dokdo were briefly introduced. We wonder if Japanese are
completely ignorant when discussing issues of Dokdo,

As the new curriculum system gets utilized, textbooks we use in schools
have been altered and have started to give big coverage to Korean
geography. Moreover, people are trying their best to make pupils study
about geography of Korea the right way, through different kinds of
materials presented in textbooks, Nevertheless, we are still at the stage
where we aren’ t perfect. We will be required to clearly understand the

actual conditions of our current national territorial education and study



persistently for all the students in Korea,
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