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ABSTRACT

Exploring the Experience of a Beginning Childcare
Teacher in Respect of Infant Rights

Su-Been Yoon.
Early Childhood Education Major
Graduate School of Education of

Sungshin University

The purpose of this study is to explore the experience of beginning
childcare teachers in respect of infant rights. In other words, by
examining how  beginning childcare  teachers  practice infant
rights-respecting child care, and what are the rewards, difficulties, and
demands experienced in the practice process, we will provide basic data
necessary for beginning childcare teachers to practice higher—quality
infant rights-respecting child care. According to this research purpose,

the following research questions were set.

1. How about the practice of childcare in respect of infant rights of
beginning childcare teachers?

2. How are the rewards and difficulties of beginning childcare teachers
in respecting infant rights?

3. What are the demands of beginning childcare teachers to improve

childcare in respect of infant rights?

- 137 -



In order to collect data for this study, a total of 20 in—depth
interviews were conducted for 10 beginning childcare teachers with less
than 3 years of experience from May 6, 2022 to July 13, 2022.
Considering that the childcare practice of beginning childcare teachers
may vary depending on the type of daycare center, it was selected so
that work, public, and private daycare centers could be evenly included
when selecting study participants. Research data were collected from
interview transcripts based on in-depth interviews, field notes of
researchers, journals of researchers and research participants, and
documents related to respecting infant rights were repeatedly read,
analyzed, and categorized according to research questions. In order to
secure the objectivity and reliability of the study, various data such as
in—depth interviews, document data, field notes of researchers, journals of
researchers and research participants were collected, reviewed and

periodically consulted by early childhood education experts.

The results of this study are summarized according to the research

problem as follows.

First, as a result of examining the experience of beginning childcare
teachers in respect of infant rights, beginning childcare teachers lacked
experience in respecting infant rights, seeking advice from directors and
fellow teachers, or looking at materials and videos related to respecting
infant rights. In addition, even though it was the first term, the

beginning childcare teachers were determined and conscious of respecting
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the rights of infants and toddlers during the day, respecting the
individual tendencies of infants, providing leadership to infants during
work and operation, and trying to practice childcare. beginning childcare
teachers thought it was important for infants to experience being
respected for their rights, but it was also important for infants to
recognize their own rights, so they were trying to help infants recognize
their "rights” naturally. At the same time, parents were continuously
communicating with parents so that infant rights can be respected at
home, distributing data on infant rights through parent correspondence,
and providing parent education on the subject of infant rights on their
own.

Second, as a result of examining the rewards and difficulties
experienced by beginning childcare teachers in the process of practicing
infant rights respect, beginning childcare teachers felt rewarded by
respecting infants and their growing teachers. On the other hand,
beginning childcare teachers were finding it difficult to practice respect
for the rights of infants and toddlers due to their fixed routines and
tasks other than childcare given to teachers. In addition, the theory of
respect for infant rights was ideal, and various rights clashed or
teachers had different perceptions of respect for infant rights, so they
were experiencing various dilemmas while practicing child care. In
particular, beginning childcare teachers put priority on adapting to
daycare centers as teachers, so there were cases where they did not
care about child care and did not practice properly due to lack of

understanding of infant rights. In addition, it was said that beginning
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childcare teachers have difficulty in practicing respect for the rights of
infants and toddlers due to the perspective of career teachers and
excessive demands and distrust of parents.

Third, looking at the needs of beginning childcare teachers to improve
infant rights respect, beginning childcare teachers were asking for
support to create an environment in which teachers could practice infant
rights by appropriately matching the teacher-to-infant ratio and
improving the treatment and welfare and teacher rights. In addition, in
terms of teacher education methods respecting infant rights, it i1s
necessary to share various opinions with each other through teacher
education methods such as seminars, or to provide education for parents
and teachers to listen to together. In addition, various adaptation
programs were prepared for beginning childcare teachers to support the
adaptation of beginning childcare teachers or to create a horizontal

teacher atmosphere to freely receive advice on respecting infant rights.
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